Spiritual Warfare

By Gary Rohrmayer

Dedication

To the Pastor and Leaders
throughout our Converge MidAmerica Churches
“Be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power.
Put on the full armor of God, so that you can
take your stand against the devil’s schemes.”
Ephesians 6:10-12
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Introduction
“The Church in the West today presents too easy a target for Satan. We do not believe we are at war. We
do not know where the battleground is located, and, in spite of our weapons, they are neither loaded nor
aimed at the right target. We are unaware of how vulnerable we are. We are better fitted for a parade than
for an amphibious landing.” - Ed Silvoso
The Apostle Paul wrote to the Church in Corinth, “…in order that Satan might not outwit us. For we are not
unaware of his schemes” (II Corinthians 2:11).” Paul, as a spiritual leader, acknowledges to this troubled church
that he knows the plans, thoughts and cunning of the evil one. In the context of this verse he reveals that one
of the tactics of the enemy is an unforgiving spirit which provides an entry point for the enemy’s influence in the
church’s life. I also would suggest that in this statement he is presuming that we can know the enemy’s tactics
and not be outwitted by them for they are well documented throughout the pages of Scripture. Scripture reveals
to us the reasons for Satan’s fall (Isaiah 14:12-15; Ezekiel 28:12-19); the tactics he used in his temptation of
Adam & Eve (Genesis 3:1-10); his devices to tempted our Savior (Matthew 4). We see throughout the pages of
Scripture Satan’s defeat (Hebrews 2:12-14) and his ultimate demise (Revelation 20:10). Serious spiritual leaders
should be fully aware of these counter-attacks on His leaders and His church. Ignorance of the enemy’s tactics
is one of the downfalls that many leaders face and ultimately leads to ones disengagement in God’s redemptive
work in the world.
In Robert Clinton’s Commentary on 1 & 2 Corinthians: Problematic Apostolic Leadership, he writes several
excellent articles on spiritual warfare. In one article entitled, “Spiritual Warfare—Satan’s Tactics” he offers a
simple listing of times when Paul refers to Satan or the Devil and or demonic work. I have found these references
very instructive and illuminating and they serve as the foundation of 14 devotional thoughts in this manual.
The purpose of this manual is to help us as spiritual leaders to increase our awareness of spiritual warfare.
Clinton states that, “There are over 89 passages in scripture that deal with or mention the Devil or Satan, along
with others that discuss demonic influence.” Over the course of this study our focus will be on the 14 Pauline
passages, but they all must be taken in context of the whole of Scripture.
Here are the 14 passages we will be examining:
1.

Romans 16:17-20

8.

Ephesians 6:10-20

2.

I Corinthians 5:5; I Corinthians 6:12-20

9.

I Thessalonians 2:17-19

3.

I Corinthians 7:3-5

10.

II Thessalonians 2:9-12

4.

II Corinthians 2:7-11

11.

I Timothy 1:18-20

5.

II Corinthians 11:14-15

12.

I Timothy 3:6

6.

II Corinthians 12:7

13.

I Timothy 4:1-4

7.

Ephesians 4:25-27

14.

II Timothy 2:24-26

My prayer is that we, as spiritual leaders, will use these lessons for building up our spiritual warfare muscles;
refocusing our spiritual dependence and receiving God’s spiritual discernment. We must remember that missional
advancement always engages missional resistance (Matthew 16:18-19).
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Lesson # 1 - Our Enemy’s Tactics: Relational Viruses
We are setting out to answer the following question: How does God’s enemy
come after His people and His leaders for the sole purpose of distracting,
disrupting and derailing them from being involved in God’s great mission?
Relational Viruses or Relational Strife

“Suspicion is like
a cankerworm that
slowly eats away at
relationships.”
Gary Rohrmayer

Text: Romans 16:17-20 – “I urge you, brothers, to watch out for those who
cause divisions and put obstacles in your way that are contrary to the teaching you have learned. Keep
away from them. For such people are not serving our Lord Christ, but their own appetites. By smooth talk
and flattery they deceive the minds of naive people. Everyone has heard about your obedience, so I am
full of joy over you; but I want you to be wise about what is good, and innocent about what is evil. The
God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet. The grace of our Lord Jesus be with you.” (NIV)
Problem: “Satan upsets Christians’ inner life attitudes, taking away peace due to divisions in the church.”
J. Robert Clinton
Antidote: “Strive for unity and maintain inward peace, as God works through your relationships. Learn to
speak the truth in love. Look behind the divisions. Surround yourself with people of spiritual wisdom and
discernment.” J. Robert Clinton
Reflective Questions:
• Who in your church are you having negative thoughts about? Members? Leaders? Staff?
• Are these negative thoughts based in reality, rumor, personal bias, or cultural prejudice?
• Are these negative thoughts being generated out of some sense of insecurity on your part?
• What are specific action steps that you can take to change these negative thoughts and feelings
into peaceful thoughts and feelings?
• What values and systems are in place to protect the church, the elder team, the staff and the 		
membership of the local church from relational viruses?
Prayer: Heavenly Father, grant me the inner strength and mental toughness to fight for the unity of
the church, relational harmony and the progress of the gospel. Help me to live securely in Christ who
is greater than my insecurities. May I continue to walk in the spiritual blessings that Jesus Christ has
achieved for me through His death, resurrection and defeat of the evil one. Grant me the ability to admit
when I am wrong, speak the truth with love and promote peace even when it involves personal sacrifice.
Grant me the courage to take positive steps towards protecting my relationships with my spouse, my
children, my partners in the gospel and within the church. Father of Peace we rejoice in your victory over
the father of lies. Amen.

©2011 Gary Rohrmayer

www.convergemidamerica.org

5

Lesson # 2 - Our Enemy’s Tactics: Sexual Temptation & Substance Abuse
How does God’s enemy come after His people and His leaders for the sole purpose of distracting,
derailing and eventually disqualifying them from the ministry God has given them?

“Sexual temptations are
lurking around every
corner in our lives today!
Text: I Corinthians 5:5 – “When you are assembled in the name of our Resisting the temptation to
Lord Jesus and I am with you in spirit, and the power of our Lord Jesus
gratify the flesh is a fulltime job.”
is present, hand this man over to Satan, so that the sinful nature may be
Sexual Temptations, Abuse of Christian Liberty & Addictions

destroyed and his spirit saved on the day of the Lord. Your boasting is not
Gary Rohrmayer
good. Don’t you know that a little yeast works through the whole batch of
dough?”
I Corinthians 6:12-20 - “Everything is permissible for me”—but not everything is beneficial. “Everything is
permissible for me”—but I will not be mastered by anything. “Food for the stomach and the stomach for
food”—but God will destroy them both. The body is not meant for sexual immorality, but for the Lord, and
the Lord for the body. By his power God raised the Lord from the dead, and he will raise us also. Do you
not know that your bodies are members of Christ himself? Shall I then take the members of Christ and
unite them with a prostitute? Never! Do you not know that he who unites himself with a prostitute is one
with her in body? For it is said, “The two will become one flesh.” But he who unites himself with the Lord
is one with him in spirit. Flee from sexual immorality. All other sins a man commits are outside his body,
but he who sins sexually sins against his own body. Do you not know that your body is a temple of the
Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own; you were bought at
a price. Therefore honor God with your body.”
Problem: “Satan can destroy a life by controlling a person through immoral sexual addiction along with
other addictive substances such as food, alcohol, medication, etc.” J.Robert Clinton
Antidote: “Avoid situations that can lead to sexual addiction and frequently ask the question ‘Am I being
controlled by these substances, sexual impulses or the Spirit of God?’” J. Robert Clinton
Reflective Questions:
• If the enemy of God were to attack one area of your life do you know what area he would try to
exploit?
• What are you actively doing to release the stress build up in your life?
• Are your actively crossing a moral line in your thought life? (Mathew 6:27-30)
• When is the last time you did a rigorous spiritual inventory of your life?
• Have you ever said “I really need...” or “I really deserve...”?
• Have you ever attempted a “spiritual fast” to break “bonds of wickedness” in your life? (Isaiah 		
58:6)
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Prayer: Father in Heaven, I praise You for not only redeeming my soul but for redeeming my body as
well. Through the death and resurrection of your Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, my body is now a temple for
Your Holy Spirit to reside. Holy Father, grant me the courage to deal with sin in my flesh and in the church
rigorously. Righteous Father through the power of the resurrection help me to seek what is beneficial
and not what is simply permissible. Loving Father, I surrender my desires and sexual impulses to You
as I seek to honor You with my body. Father, I desire to treat my relationships with the opposite sex with
caution, care and in an honorable way. Heavenly Father You are my master and I desire to be controlled
by You and Your desires alone. I come to You in the strong name of Jesus, Amen
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Lesson #3 - Our Enemy’s Tactics: Unmet Sexual Needs in a Marriage Relationship
How does God’s enemy come after His people and His leaders for the
sole purpose of distracting, disrupting and derailing them from being
involved in God’s great mission?
Unmet Sexual Needs in a Marriage Relationship

“A successful marriage is built
on spiritual, emotional and
sexual intimacy.
To neglect any one of these
could make your marriage
vulnerable.”

Text: I Corinthians 7:3-5 – “The husband should fulfill his marital duty
Gary Rohrmayer
to his wife, and likewise the wife to her husband. The wife’s body does
not belong to her alone but also to her husband. In the same way, the
husband’s body does not belong to him alone but also to his wife. Do not deprive each other except by
mutual consent and for a time, so that you may devote yourselves to prayer. Then come together again
so that Satan will not tempt you because of your lack of self-control.”
Problem: “Satan can gain inroads into the life of a married person when sexual needs are not being met.”
J.Robert Clinton
Antidote: “Keep lines of communication open in a marriage relationship, concerning sexual needs.”
J.Robert Clinton
Reflective Questions:
• On a scale of 1 (extremely frustrated) to 10 (extremely satisfied) how would you rate your sexual
relationship with your spouse?
• Could you share that number openly with your spouse?
• How could the enemy manipulate the frustration you are experiencing?
• What area of your sexual life would he specifically attack you with temptation?
• Is there someone in your life that you can share these frustrations?
Prayer: Holy Father, You are the creator of the marriage union. May Your desire for oneness be fulfilled
in our emotional, spiritual and physical relationship. Merciful Father, help me to be open and receptive
in my conversations with my spouse. Protect me from being rigid and defensive. Righteous Father,
grant me the courage to speak truth in love to my spouse concerning our relationship at every level:
emotionally, spiritually and sexually. Loving Father, let the higher values of love drive my life and not the
base values of self-gratification control me. I come to you in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, Amen.
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Lesson # 4 - Our Enemy’s Tactics: An Unforgiving Spirit
How does God’s enemy come after His people and His leaders for the
sole purpose of distracting, disrupting and derailing them from being
involved in God’s great mission?
An Unforgiving Spirit

“Forgiveness and restoration
are two difference acts.
Forgiveness can lead to
restoration but restoration is
not hinged to forgiveness.”
Gary Rohrmayer

Text: II Corinthians 2:7-11 – “Now instead, you ought to forgive and
comfort him, so that he will not be overwhelmed by excessive sorrow. I urge you, therefore, to reaffirm
your love for him. The reason I wrote you was to see if you would stand the test and be obedient in
everything. If you forgive anyone, I also forgive him. And what I have forgiven—if there was anything to
forgive—I have forgiven in the sight of Christ for your sake, in order that Satan might not outwit us. For
we are not unaware of his schemes.”
Problem: “Satan can use lack of forgiveness and, failure to receive one who repents, to control a church
situation.” J. Robert Clinton
Antidote: “Accept those back who God has forgiven and who have shown genuine repentance.”
J. Robert Clinton
Reflective Questions:
• What is the difference between forgiveness and restoration?
• How can an unforgiving spirit harm the life a follower of Jesus? (Ephesians 4:25-32)
• How can an unforgiving spirit harm the mission of the local church?
• How can a forgiving spirit help the life of a follower of Jesus?
• How can a forgiving spirit aid the advancement of the mission of the local church?
Prayer: Father in Heaven, protect my soul and your church from an unforgiving spirit; teach us to forgive
as you have forgiven us with compassion and completeness. Through the power of the Holy Spirit enable
us to put away unwholesome talk concerning the offender. Teach us to use language that will build up
the church, promote peace and exemplify the gospel. Teach us how to remove the roots of bitterness,
explosive rage, unchecked anger, abusive and malicious words. Teach us how to put on kindness and
compassion towards those who have offended us so the world will see your forgiveness in action and
believe that You sent Your Son into the world as a ransom for sin. I offer this prayer in the name of my
God and Savior Jesus Christ, Amen.
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Lesson # 5 - Our Enemy’s Tactics: Deceptive Leaders with Slick Teaching
How does God’s enemy come after His people and His leaders for the sole
purpose of distracting, disrupting and derailing them from being involved
in God’s great mission?
Deceptive Leaders with Slick Teaching

“Our enemy is a master at
manipulating the subtleties
of scripture for his own end
and other ultimate demise.”
Gary Rohrmayer

Text: II Corinthians 11:14-15 – “And no wonder, for Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light. It
is not surprising, then, if his servants masquerade as servants of righteousness. Their end will be what
their actions deserve.”
Problem: “Satan can counterfeit good things that attract believers (e.g. apparent good teaching; false
apostles). Satan can appear like a messenger from God to deceive Christians.” J. Robert Clinton
Antidote: “Get discernment on apparent good teaching, apparent dynamic leaders. This may involve
having to depend on people with revelatory gifts (discerning of spirits; word of knowledge; word of
prophecy; word of wisdom, etc.).” J. Robert Clinton
Reflective Questions:
• When is the last time you prayed for the spiritual protection of your church?
• Would you describe your church as one with the spirit of the Bereans? (Acts 17:11)
• How did Satan misquote scripture in his temptation of our Savior? (Matthew 4:5-6
• How dependant are you on the revelatory gifts of Scripture?
• Who in your circles would have those revelatory gifts?
Prayer: Father of Light, protect my life from the deception of the enemy, protect your church from false
teachers and hirelings, produce a spiritual depth and a hunger for truth throughout your church. May
we have the noble character of the Bereans receiving the word of God with eagerness and thoroughly
examine the Scriptures everyday. May you grant the church the spiritual gift of discernment to see behind
the slick or even successful teaching. May we see ‘sound doctrine’ promoted and embraced throughout
the church, my we learn to ‘think correctly’ and ‘practice the truth appropriately’ for your glory and honor.
In Jesus Name, Amen.
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Lesson #6 - Our Enemy’s Tactics: Unchecked Anger
How does God’s enemy come after His people and His leaders for the sole
purpose of distracting, disrupting and derailing them from being involved
in God’s great mission?
Unchecked Anger

“An angry leader is a
scared leader or a hurt
leader or a frustrated leader
but most of all they are a
vulnerable leader.”

Gary Rohrmayer
Text: Ephesians 4:25-27 – “Therefore each of you must put off falsehood
and speak truthfully to his neighbor, for we are all members of one body. ‘In your anger do not sin.’ Do not
let the sun go down while you are still angry, and do not give the devil a foothold.”
Problem: “Satan can use anger in a life to gain inroads into a life and eventually control that life through
the anger.” J. Robert Clinton
Antidote: “Get help if anger controls you. This may require inner healing. Also recognize the benefits of
anger.” J. Robert Clinton
Reflective Questions:
1.
What are the triggers of anger that easily beset you?
• Hurts or Offends?
• Fear or Worry?
• Frustrations or Misunderstandings?
2.
What does James say that man’s anger produces? (James 1:20)
3.
What are the ways you naturally express anger?
• Do you silently stuff those feelings?
• Do you explosively express those feelings?
4.
What can the church do to better protect itself from the grip of the enemy around this issue?
5.
List the qualifications of elders and deacons that speak to the issue of emotional maturity in
I Timothy 3:1-11; Titus 1:5-9
6.
When is righteous anger warranted and how should it be expressed?
Prayer: Father in Heaven, grant us wisdom to understand the triggers of anger that so easily beset our
souls; that distract Your mission and hinder Your church. Teach us how to appropriately express our
anger that leads to emotional health and relational intimacy. Father, help us to be humble enough to seek
help when we are under the grip of the enemy and stuck in our anger. Teach us to keep short accounts
and to speak the truth in love. Keep our hearts soft in your grace and not hard with anger. Father, grant
us the grace to get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every form of
malice. Father, give us the power to be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just
as in Christ, God forgave us. In the precious name of Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior, Amen.
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Lesson # 7 - Our Enemy’s Tactics: Sickness and Disabilities
How does God’s enemy come after His people and His leaders for
the sole purpose of distracting, disrupting and derailing them from
being involved in God’s great mission?
Sickness & Disabilities
Text: II Corinthians 12:7 – “To keep me from becoming conceited
because of these surpassingly great revelations, there was given
me a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me.”

“Pain or any kind can distract
a leader. Prolonged physical
and emotional pain can
greatly discourage any leader.
Spiritual leaders let pain and
disappointment push them into
the arms of God.”
Gary Rohrmayer

Problem: “Satan can use a physical sickness or disability to prey upon a believer and instill doubts about
God and His enabling grace. But God can also use these things to prevent abuse of power and pride in
a leader’s life.” J. Robert Clinton
Antidote: “Don’t let sickness rob you of your trust in God. Seek His enabling grace (whether or not He
chooses to heal you).” J. Robert Clinton
Reflective Questions:
• Are you experiencing any physical limitations or prolonged pain in your life at this time?
• Is anyone in your church experiencing any physical limitations or prolonged pain at this time?
• If so, how would you describe the level of discouragement you are facing? 1 (minimal 			
discouragement) to 10 (extreme discouragement)
• Have you experienced any intense doubts of God’s love, power and grace in your life and ministry?
• Can you see any good from what you are experiencing at this time? (Romans 8:28)
Prayer: Father in Heaven, grant us the discernment to see behind the illnesses we endure; to face them
as discouraging attacks from the enemy by standing strong in the Lord (Ephesians 6:10) or to see the
loving discipline of God in them to promote holiness in Your church (Hebrews 12:7-11). Father, save us
from doubting Your love, power and presence in our lives and teach us to run towards You and embrace
the grace of God in a humble dependence. In the strong name of Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.
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Lesson #8 - Our Enemy’s Tactics: Lies, Half Truths & Unreliable Perspectives
How does God’s enemy come after His people and His leaders for the
sole purpose of distracting, disrupting and derailing them from being
involved in God’s great mission?
Lies, Half Truths & Unreliable Perspectives

“The enemy’s inroads are
complicated and unclear in
the life of a leader but his
defense is clear and sure: Be
Strong in the Lord!”

Gary Rohrmayer
Text: Ephesians 6:10-20 – “Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his
mighty power. Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes.
For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the
powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. Therefore put on
the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after
you have done everything, to stand. Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with
the breastplate of righteousness in place, and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the
gospel of peace. In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the
flaming arrows of the evil one. Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word
of God. And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind,
be alert and always keep on praying for all the saints. Pray also for me, that whenever I open my mouth,
words may be given me so that I will fearlessly make known the mystery of the gospel, for which I am an
ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it fearlessly, as I should.”
Problem: “Satan uses lies or half-truths to trick believers and give unreliable perspectives on their lives
and situations.” (J. Robert Clinton)
• Satan uses lack of righteousness (on-going unrighteous things in a believer’s life) as an inroad
into their life.
• Satan uses lack of presentation of testimony in a believer’s life to weaken that believer’s stand.
• Satan causes a believer to doubt God (character, dealings, truth, etc).
• Satan robs believers of the impact of salvation in their lives.
• Satan keeps believers from using the Word of God in their lives and in combating his tactics.
• Satan keeps believers from praying in the Spirit as they confront him in his tactics.
• Satan keeps people from being alert to his tactics and from discerning his involvement.
Antidotes: See the imperatives in Ephesians 6:10-20. (J. Robert Clinton)
• Be strong in the Lord - vs 10
• Put on the full armor of God - vs 11, 13
• Stand firm - vs 14
• Take up the shield of faith - vs 17
• Be alert - vs 18
• Keep on praying - vs 18
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Reflective Questions:
• If Satan were to attack your life what area would he go after?
• If Satan were to attack your church what segment of the church would he try to penetrate?
• What half-truths has Satan used to attack your church?
• What lies has Satan used to attack your church?
• What false or unreliable perspectives has Satan used to attack your church?
• What unconfessed sin exists both individually and corporately in your church?
• How are you educating your church and church leadership on the tactics of our enemy?
• How is the gospel having a transformative affect on the lives of new and old believers? (Titus 		
2:11-14)
Prayer: Father in heaven, help us to be lovers of the truth, to live in the strength of the Lord and to actively
put on the armour of God. Father, teach us how to stand firm by daily applying the truth of God into our
lives, by embracing the righteousness of God in our hearts and by being ready to engage in spiritual
conversations at a moment’s notice. Righteous Father, teach us how to take up the shield of faith so that
we can be ready to defend the attacks of the enemy. Holy Father, teach how to use Your Word as a sword
to defeat personal assaults of the devil. Loving Father, just as you have stood with the saints of the past,
we know that you are standing with us and for that we give thanks, in the Name of Jesus Christ our Lord,
Amen.
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Lesson # 9 - Our Enemy’s Tactics: Closed Doors
How does God’s enemy come after His people and His leaders for the sole
purpose of distracting, disrupting and derailing them from being involved in
God’s great mission?
Closed Doors

“Hearing God’s voice
is indispensable to
moving through or
around closed doors.”
Gary Rohrmayer

Text: 1 Thessalonians 2:18 – “For we wanted to come to you—certainly I, Paul,
did, again and again—but Satan stopped us.”
Problem: “Satan can block a believer’s guidance. So closed doors are not always clear guidance.”
J. Robert Clinton
Antidote: “Get certainty guidance. Let all of the major guidance elements give weight to your guidance:
God’s Voice in the Word; God’s Voice in the Heart; God’s Voice in Circumstances; God’s Voice in the
Church.” J Robert Clinton
Reflective Questions:
• Is every closed door an attack from the evil one? See Acts 16:6-8
• How do you let the Word of God guide you in your decisions as leaders in the church?
• How do you slow down enough to hear God’s voice in leading the church? See Acts 13:1-2
• How do you interpret God’s leading in the circumstances you face whether good or bad?
• How do you as leaders hear God’s voice through the church?
Prayer: Father in Heaven, give us ears to hear what the Spirit is saying to the church and through
the church. May our lives be so saturated with your Word that all our decisions will be based on your
revealed purposes and promises. Teach us how to seek you in our leadership meetings through worship
and fasting. Keep our hearts from being distracted from your mission because of our circumstances.
Grant us courageous faith to stand against the attacks of the enemy of God. We pray this in the great
and mighty name of Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.
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Lesson #10 - Our Enemy’s Tactics: False Signs and Wonders
How does God’s enemy come after His people and His leaders for the
sole purpose of distracting, disrupting and derailing them from being
involved in God’s great mission?
False Signs and Wonders

“Loving and clinging to
the truth are the keys to
overcoming counterfeit
activity of the enemy.”
Gary Rohrmayer

Text: 2 Thessalonians 2:9-12 – “The coming of the lawless one will be in
accordance with the work of Satan displayed in all kinds of counterfeit miracles, signs and wonders, and
in every sort of evil that deceives those who are perishing. They perish because they refused to love the
truth and so be saved. For this reason God sends them a powerful delusion so that they will believe the
lie and so that all will be condemned who have not believed the truth but have delighted in wickedness.”
Problem: “Satan can do signs and wonders through a leader so that the leader looks as if he/she is
empowered of God (apostolic workers also do signs and wonders).” J. Robert Clinton
Antidote: “Get discernment on apparent good teaching, apparent dynamic leaders. This may involve
having to depend on people with revelatory gifts (discerning of spirits; word of knowledge; word of
prophecy; word of wisdom, etc).” J. Robert Clinton
Reflective Questions:
• Why were the Bereans of more noble character than the Thessalonians? See Acts 17:10-12
• What are the implications of Acts 17:10-12 on Paul’s words to the Thessalonians in our text 		
today?
• Why do church leaders feel uncomfortable in examining the teaching of teachers in the local 		
church?
• What is one of the qualifications and duties of elders and deacons in a local church? See Titus
1:9; I Timothy 3:9
• How do the gifts of discernment, knowledge, prophecy and wisdom function in your local 		
church? See I Corinthians 12:7-11
Prayer Response: Father of Light protect our church, the Bride of Christ, from the counterfeit actions of
the enemy. May we be found as lovers of the truth, standing strong in the Lord with a discerning heart and
sensitivity to the Holy Spirit’s promptings. May the noble character of the Bereans be our example; they
received the gospel with eagerness and yet thoroughly examined the Scriptures to verify the message
of the apostles. May you grant the church the spiritual gift of discernment to verify the spiritual work in
our midst. May we see ‘sound doctrine’ promoted and embraced throughout the church, may we learn
to ‘think correctly’ and ‘practice the truth appropriately’ for Your glory and honor. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.

©2011 Gary Rohrmayer

www.convergemidamerica.org

16

Lesson # 11 - Our Enemy’s Tactics: A Severed Conscience
How does God’s enemy come after His people and His leaders for the sole
purpose of distracting, disrupting and derailing them from being involved in
God’s great mission?
Severed Conscience

“Our enemy attacks the
conscience little by little
seeking to wear us down
in order to wear out a
leader’s resolve to fight
the good fight.”

Text: 1 Timothy 1:18-20 – “Timothy, my son, I give you this instruction in
Gary Rohrmayer
keeping with the prophecies once made about you, so that by following
them you may fight the good fight, holding on to faith and a good conscience. Some have rejected these
and so have shipwrecked their faith. Among them are Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom I have handed
over to Satan to be taught not to blaspheme.”
Problem: “Satan can use a lack of responsiveness to one’s conscience to eventually destroy a leader
and take them out of ministry and further cause them to blaspheme what they once believed. The antidote
is keeping a clear conscience and holding on to the truths of the Christian faith.” J. Robert Clinton
Antidote: “On the one hand, don’t go against your conscience. On the other hand, allow God to impact
your inner life and correct wrongly held ideas that affect your conscience.” J. Robert Clinton
Reflective Questions:
• If the enemy were to attack one area of your life where would you be vulnerable?
• If the enemy were to attack one area of the church where would it be vulnerable?
• When was the last time you participated in a rigorous spiritual inventory of your own conscience?
• When was the last time the church corporately gathered for public confession and repentance 		
over its actions?
Prayer Response: Father of Light, search me and know my heart, see if there is anything offensive in
my life. Holy Father, protect my conscience through daily confession, a hunger for the pure truth of Your
Word and an awareness of Your Holy Presence in my life. Righteous Father, may I receive correction
from others with a humble spirit and a teachable attitude. May I seek to keep short accounts within my
life and learn to live at peace with all men. May my heart always be tender and pliable before You and all
those around me. In the Name of Jesus, Amen.
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Lesson #12 - Our Enemy’s Tactics: Immaturity and Pride
How does God’s enemy come after His people and His leaders for the
sole purpose of distracting, disrupting and derailing them from being
involved in God’s great mission?
Immaturity and Pride
Text: 1 Timothy 3:6 – “He must not be a recent convert, or he may
become conceited and fall under the same judgment as the devil.”

“There is nothing worse for
a young convert than to be
thrust into leadership without
mentoring and ongoing
coaching because the devil
relishes these vulnerable
souls.”
Gary Rohrmayer

Problem: “Satan can take a young leader out of ministry due to pride.”
J. Robert Clinton
Antidote: “Potential young leaders should not be placed into leadership responsibility too soon.”
J. Robert Clinton
Reflective Questions:
• How would you and your church define spiritual maturity?
• How would you and your church define spiritual leadership?
• What are the avenues for spotting potential leaders in your local church?
• What are the pathways for mentoring new converts into leadership roles?
• Do you have a training process for equipping and mentoring deacons?
• Do you have a training process for equipping and mentoring elders?
Prayer Response: Father in Heaven, protect our church from thrusting recent converts into leadership
roles carelessly. Show us how to nurture, equip and mentor these recent converts in the areas of spiritual,
emotional and relational maturity. Raise up an army of leader makers, like Barnabas, who will invest
countless hours into the lives of potential leaders. Lord of the harvest, grant us success in spotting,
engaging, and mobilizing these workers into Your mission field. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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Lesson # 13 - Our Enemy’s Tactics: False Teachers
How does God’s enemy come after His people and His leaders for the
sole purpose of distracting, disrupting and derailing them from being
involved in God’s great mission?
False Teachers

“No man is exempted
from the subtle deception
of doctrinal drift – the
man of God expects this
temptation.”

Gary Rohrmayer
Text: 1Timothy 4:1-2 – “The Spirit clearly says that in later times some
will abandon the faith and follow deceiving spirits and things taught by
demons. Such teachings come through hypocritical liars, whose consciences have been seared as with
a hot iron.”
Problem: “Satan uses demons to influence teachers to give false doctrines that appeal to people. They
are actually described as seducing spirits, hypocritical liars with no conscience.” J. Robert Clinton
Antidote: “A Bible centered leader like Timothy should teach the truth about these evil doctrines countering
these heresies.” J. Robert Clinton
Reflective Questions:
• Where could the enemy attack your personal theological convictions?
• Where could the enemy subtly influence your church’s theological framework?
• What is Paul’s strategy in protecting the church from false teachers? See I Timothy 4:4-16
• What is Paul’s strategy in combating personal doctrinal drift? See I Timothy 4:4-16
• How does theology drift potentially affect missional drift?
Prayer: Holy Father, beautiful Savior, God of all truth, we seek your light and your love to protect our
lives from the delusions of the enemy. Help us to cherish and nourish the deep truths of the faith. Fill
our lives with good teaching that ignites passion for God and missional hunger. May we be leaders who
watch our lives and doctrine closely; who live what we teach and set examples in speech, in conduct, in
love, in faith and in purity. Teach us how to preserve the truth for ourselves, for our hearers and for the
Glory of God. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.

©2011 Gary Rohrmayer

www.convergemidamerica.org

19

Lesson # 14 - Our Enemy’s Tactics: Blinding People
How does God’s enemy come after His people and His leaders for the
sole purpose of distracting, disrupting and derailing them from being
involved in God’s great mission?

“A leader’s gentle reaction
and sound instruction are
their greatest weapons”
Gary Rohrmayer

Blinding People

Text: 2 Timothy 2:26 – “Those who oppose him he must gently instruct, in the hope that God will grant
them repentance leading them to a knowledge of the truth, and that they will come to their senses and
escape from the trap of the devil, who has taken them captive to do his will.”
Problem: “Satan blinds people to truth.” J. Robert Clinton
Antidote: “Gently persuade people winning them over by manner as well as truth.” J. Robert Clinton
Reflective Questions:
• What are some of the natural responses to opposition?
• How can the enemy use our natural responses to add to the problem?
• How can the enemy use youthful passions to derail leaders? (II Timothy 2:22)
• How can the enemy use quarrels to deceive people? (II Timothy 2:23-24)
• How can the enemy use quarrels and controversies to distract the church?
• Why is gentleness so powerful in these situations?
• How many of the qualifications of elders have to do with emotional maturity? (I Timothy 3:1-7)
Prayer: Father in Heaven, gentle Savior, sanctify our hearts through trusting You rather than our own
inclinations. May we be empowered through the spirit of gentleness and our trust in the truth of God rather
than the force of our personalities. Father, save us from the temptation to trust our natural inclinations
and overreact under pressure. As we humbly trust You, set people free who are captive to the enemy’s
will, break the bonds of spiritual death and divisiveness. In the strong Name of Jesus, Amen.
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Who Is Converge MidAmerica?
Nearly 160 years ago, Swedish immigrants settled in the United States, having come to America
primarily because of religious persecution. These followers of Christ, had a strong conviction
about the Bible as the Word of God. They believed in believer’s baptism by immersion. And
they had a strong conviction about living a holy life as followers of Jesus Christ. They began to
reach other Swedish immigrants with the life changing message of the Gospel, and eventually
organized as a fellowship of churches, called the Swedish Baptist General Conference.
The Baptist General Conference
By 1945 as English became the predominant language used in our churches, and as more
and more non-Swedish churches were planted and organized The Baptist General Conference
became the new name of our family of churches. While the landscape of the U.S. dramatically
changed, the core values of the BGC remained the same. We continued to affirm unequivocally the
Bible as the Word of God and held to a clear conviction about believer’s baptism and regenerate
church membership remained strong. The same concern and conviction for distinctive, strong
Christ-like living in a pagan and secular world characterized our movement. As a missional
movement, the Baptist General Conference became a beautiful multi-ethnic, world-wide family
of believers and churches, diverse, yet committed to the common mission of fulfilling Christ’s
great commission for the church.
Converge
Converge Worldwide has made several name changes over its history in order to address the
changing composition of its church attendees. As the ethnic makeup diversified, the original
Swedish Baptist General Conference of America became the Baptist General Conference.
Toward the end of the 20th century, that name began to lose its cultural currency.
In the late 2000s, more than a fifth of all BGC churches had been planted within the past 15
years. In order to seek a receptive audience in their communities, a scant few wanted to identify
themselves by the name Baptist. They held to Baptist convictions, but didn’t want to spend
precious time refuting stereotypes of other Baptist leaders or groups. Meanwhile, the name
Baptist was putting valuable missionaries and their national partners at risk in several countries
overseas. Converge leaders saw the need to make a change.
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In 2008 the Board of Overseers approved a new missional name, Converge Worldwide, while
retaining the historic name Baptist General Conference in some settings and for legal purposes.
Many church planters and missionaries find the new name helpful in their efforts to expand
Christ’s kingdom. Our historic beliefs and values stand unchanged, but the new name helps new
generations to continue the mission begun many generations before.
Converge MidAmerica is one of twelve regions within Converge Worldwide. The MidAmerica
district covers the states of Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Missouri, Kentucky, Tennessee and
Arkansas.

Who Is Gary Rohrmayer?
Gary has a unique focus in mobilizing and mentoring leaders into the harvest field. He specializes
in equipping leaders in areas of spiritual formation, church multiplication and church health. His
vision is ‘No leader should travel alone.’ He desires to emulate the ministry of Barnabas by
becoming ‘a son of encouragement’ to the next generation of leaders.
In the last twenty-two years Gary has been involved in deploying nearly 100 church planters and
restart pastors throughout the Midwest. He clearly has a solid recruiting and hiring track record.
Under his leadership the success rate for church planting in Converge MidAmerica moved from
a 20% to 85% success rate.
Gary was the founding pastor of Whitestone Community Church in Oconomowoc, WI. Under his
leadership the church grew every year for the ten years he pastored and continued to grow in
his absence for the next two years. He led the church through two land purchases, two building
projects and maintains a strong relationship with the current senior pastor.
During his time in Wisconsin he also worked part-time for Great Lakes Church Planting as a
Regional Director overseeing the start up of 17 other churches in southeastern Wisconsin.
In August of 1998, Gary resigned from his church and church planting responsibilities in Wisconsin
and accepted the role as Director of Church Planting at Converge MidAmerica. He is responsible
for launching a movement of new churches and instituting the “Restart Program” for declining
churches. During the last ten years he has mobilized 73 church planters in Illinois, Indiana,
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Missouri, Kentucky, Tennessee, Arkansas and Michigan.
Gary served (September 2006 to April 2010) as the National Director of ConvergeUSA (the
church planting ministry of Converge Worldwide). His responsibilities included developing and
executing a national church planting vision along with mentoring and resourcing regional leaders.
He now serves as the Associate Director passing the baton on to his long time friend, Tom Nebel.
On March 1, 2010 after a successful succession plan Gary became the President and Executive
Minister of Converge MidAmerica overseeing its business and ministry interests that supports
regional church planting and the ongoing care of its partner churches.
As an author, seminary professor and conference speaker Gary has a strong national network for
spotting and recruiting upcoming leaders to serve in our churches, thus the creation of Converge
MidAmerica Executive Search Services.
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