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Introduction
During an eighteen month period I let the letters written by an old saint
into my life to mentor me. These letters have had a profound impact on
shaping the thoughts about my life, my soul, my relationships and my
calling. I have affectionately called him the "French Guy." His full name is
François de Salignac de La Mothe-Fenelon. Most know him as Fenelon.
Over the next few months I want to share with you some of his penetrating
words that have caused the driven leader in me to quiet my heart in the
presence of Jesus and reflect on all I do and say. Years ago I remember a
leader saying God does not want driven leaders, He wants drawn leaders.
God does not want leaders who are driven by their own internal needs to
achieve but leaders drawn into God's work out of a profound sense of God's
presence in their lives. My prayer for you is that God will draw you into a
deep sense of his presence and power in your life and ministry.

Fenelon Thoughts
Whosoever, therefore, with a single heart shall direct his attention upwards
to God, and purify himself from all inordinate love or dislike of any created
thing, shall be the most fit to receive grace, and worthy of the gift of
devotion.
When we take time for one simple moment of inner recollection and yielding ourselves to God, we see and hear more than the intellectual reasoning
of all humanity put together. When we hush our desires and thoughts and
turn our attention away from outward things, we enter into the light. And
then it is that we discover God reigning on the throne of his kingdom-inside
us. (Meditations On The Heart Of God)

Jesus' Words
"Steep your life in God-reality, God-initiative, God-provisions. Don't worry
about missing out. You'll find all your everyday human concerns will be
met. Give your entire attention to what God is doing right now, and don't
get worked up about what may or may not happen tomorrow. God will help
you deal with whatever hard things come up when the time comes."
Matthew 6:33-34 The Message
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1. Devotion
Quieting my heart, my mind and my soul takes so much effort sometimes
that it is wearying. But devotion is more than devotions...it is an all encompassing endeavor. Let Fenelon's thoughts mentor you.

Fenelon's Thoughts on Devotion:
The devotion that makes us holy and devotes us entirely to God consists in
doing all that God wants, and in accomplishing everything he desires from
us, in every place and in every circumstance he places us.
Perfect devotion requires us not only to do the will of God, but to do it with
love. God loves for us to give to Him joyfully. In everything he tells us to
do, he always asks for our heart. Such a Master is worthy of our joyful service.
Our devotion to God must never stop. We must put it into practice everywhere-in things we do not like, in things that disturb us, in things that go
against our point of view, our inclinations, our plans. True devotion holds us
ready to give God everything-our well-being, our fortune, our time, our
freedom, our life, and our reputation. To be willing to give of ourselves in
this way, and to accept the consequences, is to be truly devout.
But since the will of God is often hidden from us, there is still one more step
of renunciation and of death to self to be taken. It consists in accomplishing
God's will through obedience-yes, blind obedience, but wise in its blindness.
This is a condition that is required of every person. The most enlightened
man or woman, the person who is the most gifted in calling others to God
and the most capable of leading others to him must also be led.
(Talking with God)

Jesus Words on Devotion:
"If any of you wants to be my follower," he told them, "you must put aside
your selfish ambition, shoulder your cross, and follow me. If you try to keep
your life for yourself, you will lose it. But if you give up your life for my sake
and for the sake of the Good News, you will find true life. And how do you
benefit if you gain the whole world but lose your own soul in the process? Is
anything worth more than your soul?" Mark 8:34-37 NLT
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2. Pride
As a leader I am always wrestling with the various ways pride, self-reliance
and anger rear their ugly heads in my life. Those moments produce nothing
but shame and remorse. Today, Fenelon's gentle yet strong words not only
pierce the heart of any leader but also bring healing and guidance to the
driven leader.

Fenelon Thoughts on Pride:
Always fear haughtiness. Fear overconfidence in your ideas and determination in your way of speaking. Be meek and humble of heart--that is to say,
your meekness should come from a sincere humility. Bitterness and lack of
moderation come only from pride.
If you wish to become meek, you must humble yourself. Make yourself little
in the depths of your heart. A humble heart is always gentle and capable of
being easily led in its center, even if on the surface it may seem rough
through unexpected outbursts of a sharp and irritable temper. Watch, pray,
and work at this. Bear with yourself without flattering yourself. Let your
spiritual reading and your prayer help you to know yourself better, to correct yourself and to overcome your natural temperament in the presence of
God. (Talking with God)

Peter's Words to Young Leaders:
"Young men, in the same way be submissive to those who are older. All of
you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, because, 'God
opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.' Humble yourselves,
therefore, under God's mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time.
Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you." I Peter 5:5-7 NIV
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3. Prayer
Prayer! That word to a driven leader evokes feelings of frustration and guilt.
Frustration with our ability to slow down and commune with God, without
one hundred ideas, to do's and leadership issues racing through our minds.
Guilt comes from the sheer lack of prayer in our lives. Every driven leader
says, "I know I ought to prayer more" and yet struggles with making it a
priority. Today, let Fenelon's thoughts on prayer refresh your prayer life
and move you from being a driven leader to a drawn leader.

Fenelon's Thoughts on Prayer
What a blessing it is to speak to him in trust, to open our hearts to him,
and by means of prayer to be united with him as much as it is possible to
be in this life!
The treasures of God's grace are the only true riches-yet they are the only
riches we balk at asking for and expecting. However, we must never stop
knocking! The promises of Jesus Christ are always faithful-it is we who are
unfaithful in asking for them. (Talking with God)

Jesus' Words on Prayer
"So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find;
knock and the door will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives;
he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be opened. Which
of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a snake instead? Or
if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? If you then, though you are
evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your
Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!"
Luke 11:9-13 NIV
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4. Success
Success is the drug of the driven leader. We all want to be successful in
every area of life. We all push ourselves and those around us to succeed.
And yet when success becomes success for success' sake, it has more to do
with self than with God. Today let Fenelon's thoughts challenge your
motivation to succeed.

Fenelon's Thoughts on Success
I resolve not to become keenly excited about anything, because it is
dangerous to want to appropriate God's work to ourselves. If we do that,
then we do God's work in our own strength; we turn good into bad and we
allow pride to take over. And then we become flushed with the pursuit of
success. We conceal our illusion by using the pretext of seeking God's
glory.
O God, give me the grace to be faithful in my actions, but indifferent to
success. The only thing I ought to be concerned with is to desire your will
and to quietly meditate on you-even in the midst of busy times. It is up to
you to crown my feeble actions with such fruit as is pleasing to you-and
none at all, if that is what you find best for me. (The Seeking Heart)

Jesus' Words on Success
"Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few
things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master's happiness!" Matthew 25:23 NIV
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5. Patience
PATIENCE! That word gnaws at the core of every driven leader. Leaders are
doers! Leaders are achievers! Leaders are conquerors! But spiritual leaders
are restful. Spiritual leaders are confident in God's sovereign power!
Spiritual leaders are conquered by the Conqueror! Today let Fenelon's
thoughts feed your impatient soul and quiet your restless heart.

Fenelon's Thoughts on Patience
The soul deserts its very nature when it becomes impatient. When it submits without complaint, it takes possession of itself in peace and comes into
possession of God. To become impatient is to want what we do not have,
and not to want what we do have. In so doing, the soul is handed over to
its passions, and neither reasoning nor faith can hold it back, so troubled is
it. Such weakness! Such swerving away from the right path!
Peace on this earth consists in accepting the things that are contrary to our
desires, not in being exempted from suffering them, nor in being delivered
from all temptations. (Talking with God)

King Solomon’s Words on Patience
"The end of a matter is better than its beginning, and patience is better
than pride. Do not be quickly provoked in your spirit, for anger resides in
the lap of fools." Ecclesiastes 7:8-9 NIV
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6. Moments
Moments. Simple moments. Defining moments. Breakthrough moments.
Yet living in the moment can be tough for vision driven leaders, but it is
critical for drawn leaders. Take the next few moments and let Fenelon's
thoughts and Jesus' words capture your heart and turn these moments into
God filled moments.

Fenelon's Thoughts on Simple Moments
When we take time for one simple moment of inner recollection and yielding ourselves to God, we see and hear more than the intellectual reasoning
of all humanity put together. When we hush our desires and thoughts and
turn our attention away from outward things, we enter into the light. And
then it is that we discover God reigning on the throne of his kingdom-inside
us. (Talking with God)

God’sWord on Simple Moments
"Show me, O LORD, my life's end and the number of my days; let me know
how fleeting is my life. You have made my days a mere handbreadth; the
span of my years is as nothing before you. Each man's life is but a breath."
Psalm 39:4-5 NIV
"Teach us to number our days aright, that we may gain a heart of wisdom."
Psalm 90:12 NIV
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7. Gentleness
Gentleness! A word that brings frustration to the minds of many natural
leaders. Leaders like power, control and strength … but gentleness does not
fit our cultural picture of a leader. Gentleness is power under control. When
a leader is harsh and forceful they are trusting in their own power rather
than resting in God's powers. Today let Fenelon's thoughts and Jesus'
words mentor your soul.

Fenelon's Thoughts on Gentleness
Teaching is not effective without an example. Begin with acting right, then
you can speak later. Be patient. By this I am not saying to indulge people's
sins, but rather to not be annoyed when someone makes slow progress.
You can easily discourage others by being impatient with them.
The more forceful you are, the more you need to learn gentleness and kindness. Try to understand the needs of the people you care for and adapt
yourself to their needs. Show them your heart is open to them and let them
know, through experience, that is safe for them to open their hearts to you
without fear. Never be harsh. Be kind and considerate. Decide slowly, but
firmly. Correct yourself before you correct others. (The Seeking Heart)

Jesus' Words on Gentleness
"Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.
Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in
heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my
burden is light." Matthew 11:28-30 NIV
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8. Details
Details! For driven leaders it is easy to drive past the small things as you
fix your eyes on the big goal. But neglecting the details can have a
disastrous impact on a leader’s life, relationships and work. Take some
time today and let Fenelon’s gentle words probe your life and bring focus to
the details of your life.

Fenelon’s Thoughts on Details
Great acts of virtue are rare because they are seldom called for…To do the
small things that are right continually, without being noticed, is much more
important. These small acts attack your pride, your laziness, your selfcenteredness and your oversensitive nature. It is much more appealing to
make great sacrifices to God, however hard they might be, so that you
might do whatever you want with the small decisions of life. Faithfulness in
the little things better proves your true love for God. It is the slow, plodding
path rather than a passing fit of enthusiasm that matters.
Besides, if you neglect little things, you will constantly offend your family,
the people who work for you, and everyone else! No one will believe you
love God when your behavior is lax concerning small, important details. If
you won’t make small sacrifices, how will we believe you can make great
one?
You may need courage to attend to small things at first. It may not be
easy. Accept the difficulty as God’s discipline which will bring you peace.
Things will get easier. (The Seeking Heart)

Jesus’ Words on the Details
“’Well done!’ the king exclaimed. ‘You are a trustworthy servant. You have
been faithful with the little I entrusted to you, so you will be governor of
ten cities as your reward.’” Luke 19:17 NIV
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9. Busyness
Busyness! A leaders darkest secret. Going. Doing. Striving. Changing.
Planning. Creating. Moving at the speed of light. For action oriented
leaders, we live in a whirlwind and very often we create whirlwinds for our
families, employees and teammates. Although leading involves doing, it
also involves resting, sitting, reflecting, stillness, solitude and what we hate
most...waiting. Let Fenelon's words mentor your soul as you deal with the
busyness in your life.

Fenelon's Thoughts on Busyness
Do not add to the cross in your life by becoming so busy that you have no
time to sit quietly before God...Over activity and stubbornness will only increase your anguish. (The Seeking Heart)
Do everything without becoming too excited. As soon as you start to feel
yourself getting too eager, quiet yourself before God. Listen to Him as He
prompts you inwardly, then do only as He directs. If you do this, your
words will be fewer but more effective. You will be calm, and good will be
accomplished in greater measure. (The Seeking Heart)

God's Word on Busyness
"God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble."
Psalm 46:1 NIV
"Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I
will be exalted in the earth. The LORD Almighty is with us; the God of Jacob
is our fortress. Selah” Psalm 46:10-11 NIV
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10. Anguish
Anguish! The emotional pain leaders experience as they go through life’s
difficulties, hardships and disappointments: a bad medical report, a child in
trouble, the loss of a loved one, financial pressures, personal attacks and
ministry setbacks. Yet God uses these moments of anguish to shape our
souls and redirect our hearts. Ponder the "French Guy's" thoughts today as
he writes to a friend experiencing some of the troubles of life.

Fenelon's Thoughts on Anguish
I am sorry to hear of your troubles, but I am sure that you realize that you
must carry the cross with Christ in this life. Soon enough there will come a
time when you will no longer suffer. You will reign with God and He will
wipe your tears with His own hand. In His presence, pain and sighing will
forever flee away. So while you have opportunity to experience difficult
trails, do not lose the slightest opportunity to embrace to the cross. Learn
to suffer in humility and in peace. Your deep self-love makes the cross too
heavy to bear. Learn to suffer with simplicity and a heart full of love. If you
do you will not only be happy in spite of the cross, but because of it. Love is
pleased to suffer for the Well-beloved. The cross which conforms you into
His image is a consoling bond of love between you and Him.
(The Seeking Heart)

God's Word on Anguish
"That's why we can be so sure that every detail in our lives of love for God
is worked into something good. God knew what he was doing from the very
beginning. He decided from the outset to shape the lives of those who love
him along the same lines as the life of his Son. The Son stands first in the
line of humanity he restored. We see the original and intended shape of our
lives there in him." Romans 8:28-29 The Message
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11. Humility
Humility. Someone once said humility is like a watermelon seed, once you
think you've got a hold of it, it immediately slips away. Fenelon's thoughts
on humility are refreshing and deeply probing. Take some time to ponder
these implications in your life.

Fenelon's Thoughts on Humility
Everyone who has deeply walked with God knows that humility is the foundation that you build your life on. True humility comes from seeking the interests of God before your own. Humility comes in no longer living for yourself but in letting Jesus Christ live His life in you.
You are always trying to "be something" or to be noticed for your spirituality. There are a lot of people who have an outward spirituality, but inwardly
they still think too much of themselves. People who think they are lowering
themselves have a lot of conceit. They think they are doing others a favor
in "getting down to their level."
True humility is not like this. I know it sounds incredible but a truly humble
person is content in all situations. He doesn't notice if he is being praised or
blamed, and isn't always weighing if what is being said to him or about him
is to his advantage. A simple person allows himself to be led by the Lord Jesus. So let go of yourself with courage. (The Seeking Heart)

God's Word on Humility
"Don't be selfish; don't live to make a good impression on others. Be
humble, thinking of others as better than yourself. Don't think only about
your own affairs, but be interested in others, too, and what they are doing.
Your attitude should be the same that Christ Jesus had. Though he was
God, he did not demand and cling to his rights as God. He made himself
nothing; he took the humble position of a slave and appeared in human
form. And in human form he obediently humbled himself even further by
dying a criminal's death on a cross." Philippians 2:3-8 NLT
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12. Stillness
Stillness. Just saying the word makes me anxious. It causes my heart to
beat a little faster and gets my mind spinning in all sorts of directions. I remember my first attempt at doing a prayer retreat. I drove an hour, entered my prayer room for the day and prayed, “Lord, help me make it to 2
o’clock without losing my mind!” I must have prayed that prayer every hour
constantly letting go of self, dying to the need of doing.

Fenelon's Thoughts on Stillness
You must let go of your restlessness, your excessive curiosity, your longing
for success, and your habit of collecting things that stroke your ego. The
best way to let go of these things is to cultivate an inner silence where you
may come to experience your Lord’s presence. If you do this every day of
your life, you will make real progress in denying yourself. Sitting in your
Lord’s presence will calm you, soften your temper, humble your know-it-all
attitude, and restrain your impatience. You will be made aware of your
Lord, and the needs of your neighbor. God has blessed you in making you
so sensitive. Things that would hardly bother other people touch you to the
core. You are troubled or pleased by nothing halfway! But I warn you to
guard yourself against your like and dislikes since they are so passionately
expressed. (The Seeking Heart)

God's Word on Stillness
"My heart is not proud, O LORD, my eyes are not haughty; I do not concern
myself with great matters or things too wonderful for me. But I have stilled
and quieted my soul; like a weaned child with its mother, like a weaned
child is my soul within me. O Israel, put your hope in the LORD both now
and forevermore." Psalm 131 NIV
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13. Distractions
Distractions! The interruptions, big and small, that mess up the leader's
daily routines or progress can be frustrating and even derailing at times.
Fenelon recommends that you accept these distractions as a gift from God's
hand to conform and transform your heart.

Fenelon's Thoughts on Distraction
Do not be disturbed by any distraction you experience in prayer. The
distractions are deep within you, even when you want to pray inwardly.
Your temperament and habits all help make you very active. Only when you
are completely exhausted will you seek a quieter life.
By being fruitful you will gradually come to experience a deeper inward life
with fewer distractions. God gave you a foretaste of it before in order that
you might see where He wanted to lead you. He then takes this wonderful
taste away so that you can see that it does not belong to you. See clearly
that everything He gives is a gift of grace which must be received in
humility. (The Seeking Heart)

Jesus' Word on Distraction
"She had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord's feet listening to what
he said. But Martha was distracted by all the preparations that had to be
made. She came to him and asked, 'Lord, don't you care that my sister has
left me to do the work by myself? Tell her to help me!' 'Martha, Martha,' the
Lord answered, 'you are worried and upset about many things, but only one
thing is needed. Mary has chosen what is better, and it will not be taken
away from her.'" Luke 10:39-42 NIV
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14. Self-love
Self-Love. One man said, "Self is the only prison that can bind the soul." To
the driven leader self is everything. Self-centered, self-reliance, selfcontrol, self-motivation and self-deception. Although outwardly we would
deny all of them, they have ways of creeping into our lives and our relationship with God. The "French Guy" speaks of the subtleties of self-love.

Fenelon's Thoughts on Self-love
The origin of our trouble is that we love ourselves with a blind passion that
amounts to idolatry. If we love anything beyond, it is only for our own
sakes. We must be undeceived about all those generous friendships in
which it seems as though we have forgotten ourselves so far as to think
only of the interests of our friend. If the motive of our friendship is not low
and unrefined, it is nevertheless still selfish; and the more delicate, the
more concealed, and the more proper such friendship is in the eyes of the
world, the more dangerous it becomes, and the more likely to poison us by
feeding our self-love.
You may have seen someone who seemed to think of everyone but himself,
who was the delight of good people, who was well disciplined and seemed
entirely unmindful of self. This self-denial is so great that self-love would
even imitate it, and find no glory equal to that of seeming to seek none at
all. This moderation and self-renunciation which, if genuine, would be the
death of the old natural self, becomes, on the other hand, the most subtle
and imperceptible food of a pride that despises all ordinary forms of glory
and desires only that glory which is to be secured by trampling all the unrefined objects of ambition that captivate ordinary minds.
We may be sure, then, that it is only the love of God that can make us
come out of self. If his powerful hand did not sustain us, we should not
know how to take the first step in that direction. (Talking With God)

Jesus' Words on Self-love
"Then he said to them all: 'If anyone would come after me, he must deny
himself and take up his cross daily and follow me.'" Luke 9:23 NIV
"Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake
will find it." Matthew 10:39 NIV
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15. Rest
Rest is something that a driven leader needs and yet at times simply ignores. Some leaders can go great lengths of time without physical rest and
yet spiritual rest is another matter. To rest in the will of the Father is to
open ourselves completely, to remove any hint of rebellion and to align ourselves relentlessly to God's ways. Prayerfully consider God's word and
Fenelon's on the subject.

Fenelon's Thoughts on Rest
Rest all your cares on the bosom of the Father. Be content to follow His will
in all things, and to let Him bring your will into harmony and oneness with
Him. Do not resist Him as He works within you. If you feel resistance rising
up inside of you, turn to Him and take His side against your own rebellious
nature. He will know what to do. Learn not to grieve the Holy Spirit within
you, for He watches over your inner life. Learn from the past mistakes you
have made without getting discouraged.
Open yourself to God without measure. Let His life flow through you like a
torrent. Fear nothing on the road you are walking. God will lead you by the
hand. Let your love for Him cast out the fear you feel for yourself.
(The Seeking Heart)

God's Word on Rest
“It still remains that some will enter that rest, and those who formerly had
the gospel preached to them did not go in, because of their disobedience.
Therefore God again set a certain day, calling it Today, when a long time
later he spoke through David, as was said before: ‘Today, if you hear his
voice, do not harden your hearts.’ For if Joshua had given them rest, God
would not have spoken later about another day. There remains, then, a
Sabbath-rest for the people of God; for anyone who enters God's rest also
rests from his own work, just as God did from his. Let us, therefore, make
every effort to enter that rest, so that no one will fall by following their example of disobedience.” Hebrews 4:6-11 NIV
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16. Happiness
Happiness. What makes a driven leader happy? If we were all honest, I
think it would have to do something with results. Getting the job done! But
what happens when the results don't come and the job does not get done
or gets done at the expense of our health or hurting relationships. Then,
where does a leader find happiness? My mentor, "the French Guy," offers
some great words on where to find lasting happiness.

Fenelon's Thoughts on Happiness
What does he ask of you, but to be happy? Have you not realized that one
is happy in loving him? Have you not felt that there is no other real happiness, whatever excitement may be found in sensual pleasures, apart from
him? Since you know where to find the Fountain of Life, and have of old
drunk of it, why would you seek foul, earthly cisterns? Bright, happy days,
lighted up by the soft rays of loving mercy, when will you return?
Do whatever you will, only love God, and let his love, revived in your heart
be your guide. Your ears are not yet closed to the sublime language of
truth; your heart is made to feel its charms. "Taste and see: the pleasant
bread daily spread for us at our Father's table. With such support, who can
fear that anything else will be lacking? (The Royal Way Of The Cross)

God's Word on Happiness
"Taste and see that the Lord is good. Oh, the joys of those who trust in
Him." Psalm 34:8 NLT
"Blessed are those who dwell in your house; they are ever praising you.
Blessed are those whose strength is in you, who have set their hearts on
pilgrimage. As they pass through the Valley of Baca, they make it a place of
springs; the autumn rains also cover it with pools." Psalm 84:4-6 NIV
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17. Criticism
Criticizing others. Driven leaders can easily drift into a critical spirit when it
comes to the short comings of others. Picking out and commenting on all
the faults of those around you will drive people away from you. Fenelon
offers some godly wisdom and insight to save us from being overly critical.

Fenelon's Thoughts on Criticizing Others
You need greater liberality as to the faults of others. I grant you that you
cannot help seeing them when they are forced upon you, or avoid your
inevitable conclusions as to the principles on which some seem to act.
Neither can you avert a certain annoyance which such things cause. Suffice
it if you try to bear with obvious faults, avoiding judging such as are
doubtful, and resist the dislike which estranges you from people.
Perfection finds it easy to bear with the imperfections of others, and to be
all things to all men. It is not your great zeal to correct others for their own
sake as much as it is your perfectionism which shuts your heart to them.
(The Royal Way Of The Cross)

God's Word on Criticizing Others
"Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe
yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.
Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have
against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. And over all these
virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity."
Colossians 3:12-14 NIV
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18. Offenses
Leaders are people too. They bleed, bruise and hurt just like anyone else.
How a leader handles the offenses of others, whether incidental, accidental
or intentional reveals the depth of their connection with Jesus and their
level of spiritual and emotional maturity. Fenelon's thoughts today speak
directly to this issue.

Fenelon's Thoughts on Offenses
Ask for God's mercy on the one who wants to hurt you. God always attacks
you on your weak side. You do not try to kill someone by hitting him where
he is the strongest. You must aim for his vital organs: the seat of his life.
When God aims to kill your old self-nature, He touches the tenderest spot-the spot full of life! This is why he gives you the kinds of trials that He does.
Allow yourself to be humbled. If you are silent and peaceful when
humiliating things happen to you, you will grow in grace. I realize that you
will be tempted to defend yourself for a thousand different reasons. But it is
far better to be humbly silent. Humility that can still talk needs to be
carefully watched. You will comfort yourself too much when you speak out.
Don't be so upset when things are said about you. Let the world talk; just
seek to do the will of God. You will never be able to entirely satisfy people
and it isn't worth the painful effort. Silent peace and sweet fellowship with
God will repay you for every evil word spoken against you. Love your
neighbor without expecting his friendship. People will come and go--let
them do as they please. See only God. He is the One that afflicts or
comforts you through people and circumstances. He does this for your
benefit. (The Seeking Heart)

Jesus’ Word on Offenses
"For if you forgive men when they sin against you, your heavenly Father
will also forgive you. But if you do not forgive men their sins, your Father
will not forgive your sins." Matthew 6:14-15 NIV
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19. Purity
Purity keeps the driven leader in check. Too many times driven leaders can
drive themselves right into a moral tailspin. Thoughts running out of
control. Motives falling in the wrong direction. Relationships turning sour.
Hearts becoming cold and hard. Today Fenelon's thoughts remind us to
keep our hearts warmed by the fire of God's holiness.

Fenelon's Thoughts on Purity
The more we drink the impure and poisoned waters of this age, the thirstier
we are for them, and the more we plunge into the world. Enjoying the
world's pleasures only makes the soul thirsty and weak. The soul becomes
corrupted; it can never be satisfied. The more a person lets himself go, the
more he wants to succumb.
It is easier to keep our heart in a state of repentance and burning desire for
God than to bring it back to him once it has gone down the slope of
pleasure and laxity. (Meditations on the Heart of God)

God's Word on Purity
"Don't talk out of both sides of your mouth; avoid careless banter, white
lies, and gossip." Proverbs 4:24 The Message
"Dear friends, I urge you, as aliens and strangers in the world, to abstain
from sinful desires, which war against your soul. Live such good lives
among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may
see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us."
I Peter 2:11-12 NIV
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20. Wholehearted
Wholehearted. This word describes driven leaders well. Wholehearted leaders are marked by unreserved enthusiasm, passion and commitment. They
hate halfheartedness in others but especially in themselves. Fenelon has
some intriguing thoughts on this issue of wholeheartedness.

Fenelon's Thoughts on Wholeheartedness
Dwell in peace. Your feelings of devotion to God and your enthusiasm to
serve Him do not depend on your own ability. The only thing that you can
control at all is your will. Give God your will without reservation. The important question is not "Do I enjoy being a Christian?" but rather, "Do I want
what God wants?"
Confess your faults. Do not be too attached to things of this world. Trust
God. Love Him more than yourself. Love His glory more than your life. If
you do not want these things, ask to want them. God will come to you with
His love, and put His peace in your heart. (The Seeking Heart)

God's Word on Wholeheartedness
"But because my servant Caleb has a different spirit and follows me wholeheartedly, I will bring him into the land he went to, and his descendants will
inherit it." Numbers 14:24 NIV
"Now the men of Judah approached Joshua at Gilgal, and Caleb son of
Jephunneh the Kenizzite said to him, 'You know what the LORD said to
Moses the man of God at Kadesh Barnea about you and me. I was forty
years old when Moses the servant of the LORD sent me from Kadesh Barnea to explore the land. And I brought him back a report according to my
convictions, but my brothers who went up with me made the hearts of the
people melt with fear. I, however, followed the LORD my God wholeheartedly.'" Joshua 14:6-8 NIV
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21. Intercession
Prayer. Many times in the life of a driven leader we can lose the strength
and even the will to pray. How does God's work continue in us during those
spiritually dry seasons in our lives? How should we respond as spiritual
leaders? Today Fenelon offers some encouraging words and penetrating insights.

Fenelon's Thoughts on Prayer
God's love within you removes even the slightest faults and purifies you like
a consuming fire. The Spirit within you asks for all things according to the
will of God. Even when you are busy with outward things there is still a constantly burning fire within you. This fire, which cannot be put out, encourages a secret prayer which is like a lamp always burning before the throne
of God. "I sleep but my heart is awake."
Make sure you make time for God. Those who are in important positions
are often busy and will be tempted to leave time for communion with God
until last. Guess what? You will never have anytime for God. Be firm with
yourself. Don't let the confusion of the day crowd out your time with God.
This may sound too strict, but you will soon fall apart if you don't listen to
what I have to say about this. (The Royal Way Of The Cross)

God's Word on Prayer
"In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know
what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with
groans that words cannot express. And he who searches our hearts knows
the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints in accordance with God's will." Romans 8:26-27 NIV
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22. Discouragement
Discouragement grips the heart of most any leader from time to time. And
yet, as I get older, I am more and more convinced that discouragement is
really an inside job. Let Fenelon’s thoughts mentor you as you reflect on
discouragement’s grip on your life.

Fenelon's Thoughts on Discouragement
You get discouraged because your mind wanders too much? What do you
expect? Theresa of Avila says, “The imagination is the fool of the house.” It
concocts wild scenarios and takes you away from being aware of God in the
present moment.
Go forward. Stop listening to all the horror stories your imagination
whispers to you. Go forward. You feel sad because you look for God and do
not feel His presence as much as you want. You tire of trusting God by
faith. You tire of hanging in the air. You want to see progress! You make
one mistake and fall into a depression. What pride! What self-obsession!
Love God and stay still before Him. You would rather punish yourself, and
stir up a commotion, than forget yourself and look to God. Mourning your
weakness will not make you better. It will only contribute to a good case of
self-pity. The slightest glance toward God will calm you far more.
(The Seeking Heart)

God's Word on Discouragement
"Be strong and courageous, for you will lead my people to possess all the
land I swore to give their ancestors. Be strong and very courageous. Obey
all the laws Moses gave you. Do not turn away from them, and you will be
successful in everything you do. Study this Book of the Law continually.
Meditate on it day and night so you may be sure to obey all that is written
in it. Only then will you succeed. I command you--be strong and courageous! Do not be afraid or discouraged. For the LORD your God is with you
wherever you go." Joshua 1:6-8 NLT

© 2008 Gary Rohrmayer

www.yourjourney.org

26

23. Peace
Peace is a word that leaders love to hear when it is dealing with relationships. Calm on the home-front. Harmony on the staff-front. Unity on the
church-front. Yet when driven leaders think of peace within our spirits and
calm deep within our souls we can become bewildered and struggle with the
thought. Today, let the “French Guy’s” thoughts probe your heart, mind and
soul about the peace of God.

Fenelon's Thoughts on Peace
God’s peace will only be found when you set your self-seeking aside. When
all you desire is God’s glory and His will, you will know peace as deep as an
ocean. Nothing can disturb that peace except holding back a part of your
heart in fear. Being indecisive will cause you all sorts of trouble. Your mind
will try to spin you around in circles.
By all means do not try to raise doubts within yourself through constant
questioning. If you have a real doubt, bring it to God. If God requires
something of you, then obey Him. If He shows you something He is going
to require of you, then use that insight to prepare for the sacrifice rather
than to fret over it. Follow God in peace and ignore all the arguments your
mind sets up. Resign yourself to God and do the best you can.
(The Seeking Heart)

God's Word on Peace
"Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! Let your gentleness
be evident to all. The Lord is near. Do not be anxious about anything, but in
everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding,
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus."
Philippians 4:4-7 NIV
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24. Imagination
One man described leadership as strategically used energy bursts. It
amazes me as a leader how much energy I burn mulling over in my mind
past conversations or decisions I or others have made. How I expend precious emotional and mental energy on, as Fenelon describes them,
"imaginary dialogues." Let the "French Guy" mentor you today on your
thought life.

Fenelon's Thoughts on Imagination
Abstain wholly from imaginary dialogues. Although some may tend to kindle
pious feelings, it is a dangerous habit. From such as these you will unconsciously pass on to others, which will foster your excitement or encourage
your love of the world. Far better to suppress them all. I do not mean that
you should stop them forcibly--you might as well try to stop a torrent. It is
enough if you do not voluntarily harbor them. When you perceive that your
imagination is beginning to work, be satisfied with turning to God, without
directly combating these fancies. Let them drop, occupying yourself in some
useful way. If it is a time of meditation or prayer, such idle thoughts should
be treated as distractions. Return, then, quietly to God as soon as you are
conscious of them, but do so without anxiety, scruples, or agitation. Such
imaginations trouble you when you are engaged in external work, the work
will help you to resist such castle building. It would even be well at first to
find some companion, or to set about some difficult task, with a view to
breaking the thread of such thoughts and getting rid of the habit.
(The Royal Way of the Cross)

God's Word on Imagination
"Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right,
whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is
excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things. Whatever you have
learned or received or heard from me, or seen in me—put it into practice.
And the God of peace will be with you." Philippians 4:8-9 NIV
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25. Self-satisfaction
Driven leaders are people of achievement. Because of these achievements
they are deemed successful. They are admired by peers and are given
authority by their superiors. Yet, there is a subtle trap in all of this...the
trap of self-satisfaction. When their eyes move away from the master and
on to their accomplishments they can start believing their own press! Today
Fenelon speaks to the heart of this matter.

Fenelon's Thoughts on Self-satisfaction
Contrition and other humiliating circumstances are far more profitable than
success. You know that your troubles made you find out what you never
knew before about yourself, and I am afraid lest the authority, the success
and the admiration make you self-satisfied. Such self-satisfaction will mar
the best ordered life, because it is incompatible with humility.
We can only be humble so long as we give heed to all our own infirmities.
The consciousness of these should be predominant; the soul should feel
burdened by them, groan under them, and that groaning should be as a
perpetual prayer to be set free from "its bondage to decay," and admitted
into the "glorious freedom of the children of God" (Romans 8:21). Overwhelmed by its own faults, the soul should feel it deserves no deliverance
from the great mercy of Jesus Christ. Woe to the soul which is selfsatisfied, which treats God's gifts as its own merits, and forgets what is due
to him! (The Royal Way of the Cross)

Jesus' Word on Self-satisfaction
"I am the Vine, you are the branches. When you're joined with me and I
with you, the relation intimate and organic, the harvest is sure to be abundant. Separated, you can't produce a thing. Anyone who separates from me
is deadwood, gathered up and thrown on the bonfire. But if you make yourselves at home with me and my words are at home in you, you can be sure
that whatever you ask will be listened to and acted upon. This is how my
Father shows who he is--when you produce grapes, when you mature as
my disciples." John 15:5-8 The Message
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26. Plans
Every driven leader has a plan. Leaders strategize. Leaders calculate.
Leaders draw up game plans and leaders execute those plans. And yet
many times in this leader’s life, I have pushed through a strategy which
was planned carefully and executed flawlessly yet it failed miserably and
hurt both myself and the church. Today the "French Guy" offers some insights into the planning process in a leader's life.

Fenelon's Thoughts on Plans
You have withered your heart by so eagerly pressing your own wishes
regardless of God's will. This is the cause of all your suffering. You have
spent a great deal of time in making plans which were mere cobwebs, and a
breath of wind has blown them away. You withdrew gradually from God,
and he has withdrawn from you. You must return to him and give yourself
up unreservedly to him. There is no other way to regain your peace.
Let go all your plans. God will do as he pleases with them. Even if they
were to succeed through earthly means, he would not bless them. But if
you offer them unreservedly to him, he will turn everything to his own
merciful purposes, whether he does what you wish or not.
By all means do not try to raise doubts within yourself through constant
questioning. If you have a real doubt, bring it to God. If God requires
something of you, then obey Him. If He shows you something He is going
to require of you, then use that insight to prepare for the sacrifice rather
than to fret over it. Follow God in peace and ignore all the arguments your
mind sets up. Resign yourself to God and do the best you can.
(The Royal Way of the Cross)

God's Word on Plans
"Look here, you people who say, 'Today or tomorrow we are going to a
certain town and will stay there a year. We will do business there and make
a profit.' How do you know what will happen tomorrow? For your life is like
the morning fog--it's here a little while, then it's gone. What you ought to
say is, 'If the Lord wants us to, we will live and do this or that.' Otherwise
you will be boasting about your own plans, and all such boasting is evil."
James 4:13-16 NLT
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27. Confrontation
Leaders are confronters. They are in the business of confronting ideas,
performance, negative behaviors and resistance to leaders. These types of
issues are easy for leaders to confront but dealing with deep seated issues
revolving around one's personal identity, embedded values and character
flaws take on an extra amount of care and wisdom. Fenelon offers some
profound insights for all of us who at times need to address deep issues in
the lives of those around us.

Fenelon's Thoughts on Confrontation
Those to whom spiritual guidance is entrusted should only lay bare men's
faults as God prepares the heart to see them. One must learn to watch a
fault patiently, and take no external measure until God begins to make it
felt by the inward conscience. Nay, more--one must imitate God's own way
of dealing with the soul, softening his rebuke, so that the person rebuffed
feels as if it was rather self-reproach, and a sense of wounded love, than
God rebuking. All other methods of guidance--reproving impatiently, or
because one is vexed at infirmities-- smack of earthly judgments, not the
correction of grace. It is imperfection rebuking the imperfect: It is a subtle,
clinging self-love, which cannot see anything to forgive in the self-love of
others. The greater our own self-love, the more severe critics we shall be.
Nothing is so offensive to a haughty, sensitive, self-conceit as the
self-conceit of others. But, on the contrary, the love of God is full of
consideration, forbearance, condescension, and tenderness. It adapts itself,
waits, and never moves more than one step at a time. The less self-love we
have, the more we know how to adapt ourselves to curing our neighbor's
failing of that kind; we learn better never to lance without putting plenty of
healing ointment to the wound, never to purge the patient without feeding
him, never to risk an operation save when nature indicates its safety. One
learns to wait years before giving a salutary warning; to wait till Providence
prepares suitable external circumstances, and grace opens the heart. If you
persist in gathering fruit before it is ripe, you simply waste your labor.
(The Royal Way of the Cross)

God's Word on Confrontation
"Be humble and gentle. Be patient with each other, making allowance for
each other's faults because of your love." Ephesians 4:2 NLT
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28. Busyness
Respond. React. Go. Do more. Driven leaders are always on the go! Today
Fenelon offers rules for the busy life. Let them probe your heart and produce a deep sense of freedom within your soul.

Fenelon's Thoughts on Busyness
You greatly need certain free hours to be given to prayer and recollection.
Try to steal some such, and be sure that such little parings of time will be
your best treasures. Above all, try to save your mornings; defend them like
a besieged city! Make vigorous sallies upon all intruders, clear out the
trenches, and then shut yourself up within your keep! Even the afternoon is
too long a period to let go by without taking a breath.
Recollection is the only cure for your haughtiness, the sharpness of your
contemptuous criticism, the onslaughts of your imagination, your impatience with inferiors, your love of pleasure, and all your other faults. It is an
excellent remedy, but it needs frequent repetition. You are like a good
watch which needs constant winding. Read again the books that moved
you; they will do so again, and with greater profit than the first time. Bear
with yourself, avoiding both self-deception and discouragement. This is a
medium rarely attained. People either look complacently on themselves and
their good intentions, or they despair utterly. Expect nothing of yourself,
but all things of God. Knowledge of our own hopeless, incorrigible weakness, with unreserved confidence in God's power are the true foundations
of all spiritual life.
If you have not much time at your own disposal, do not fail to make good
use of every moment you have. It does not require long hours to love God,
to renew the consciousness of his presence, to lift up the heart to him or
worship him, to offer him all we do or bear. This is the true kingdom of God
within us, which nothing can disturb. (The Royal Way of the Cross)

God's Word on Busyness
"In the morning, O LORD, you hear my voice; in the morning I lay my requests before you and wait in expectation." Psalm 5:3 NIV
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29. Meditation
Driven leaders have driven thought lives. To focus on one thought or concept for a long period of time can make driven leaders crazy. But meditation is a critical discipline for spiritual leaders. Today let Fenelon's thoughts
on mediation probe your heart and renew your interest.

Fenelon's Thoughts on Meditation
Our meditations should become deeper and more inward every day. I say
deeper, because by frequent and humble meditation upon God's truth, we
penetrate further and further in search of new treasures; and more inward,
because as we seek more and more to enter into these truths, they penetrate into the very substance of our soul. Then it will be that a simple word
will go further than a whole sermon.
Our meditation should not be subtle or composed of long reasonings. Simple and natural reflections from the subject of our thoughts is all that is required. We need take but a few truths, meditate upon these without hurry,
without effort, and without seeking for far-fetched reflections. Every truth
should be considered with reference to its practical bearing in our lives. To
receive it without using all means to put it faithfully into practice at whatever cost is to "hold the truth in unrighteousness." It is a resistance to the
truth that has been impressed upon us and, of course, is resistance to the
Holy Spirit. This is the most terrible of all unfaithfulness. (Talking With God)

God's Word on Meditation
"Blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked or
stand in the way of sinners or sit in the seat of mockers. But his delight is
in the law of the LORD, and on his law he meditates day and night. He is
like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season and
whose leaf does not wither. Whatever he does prospers." Psalm 1:1-3 NIV
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30. Meekness
To the driven leader meekness sounds like a word that describes a sissy!
But take a closer examination of the word meekness. It simply means
"power under control." Moses the murderer, Moses the leader, Moses the
champion of God, was called meek. Jesus the Creator, Jesus the Saviour,
Jesus the Lord, referred to himself as meek. Today François de Salignac de
La Mothe-Fenelon appeals to us to seek out meekness.

Fenelon's Thoughts on Meekness
Always fear haughtiness. Fear overconfidence in your own ideas, and determination in your way of speaking. Be meek and humble of heart--that is to
say, your meekness should come from a sincere humility. Bitterness and
lack of moderation come only from pride.
If you wish to become meek, you must humble yourself. Make yourself little
in the depths of your heart. A humble heart is always gentle and capable of
being easily led in its center, even if on the surface it may seem rough
through unexpected outbursts of a sharp and irritable temper. Watch, pray,
and work at this. Bear with yourself without flattering yourself. Let your
spiritual reading and your prayer help you to know yourself better, to correct yourself, and to overcome your natural temperament in the presence
of God. (Talking With God)

God's Word on Meekness
"Now Moses was a very humble man, more humble than anyone else on the
face of the earth." Numbers 12:3 NIV
"Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in
heart, and you will find rest for your souls." Matthew 11:29 NIV
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31. Weakness
Leaders who are driven by nature fight through their weaknesses. They rise
above emotional hurts; they battle through physical limitation and they resist evil attacks. Yet there are times and even seasons of life when we are
overwhelmed and are overcome by the frailties of life. Fenelon's thoughts
today were written to a friend of his, a leader who was in the middle of one
of those seasons.

Fenelon's Thoughts on Weakness
You are in God's hands. You must live as if you were to die each day. Then
you will be quite ready, for our preparation for death simply consists in
detaching ourselves from the world to attach ourselves to God.
While you are so weak, do not put the constraint upon yourself of making
your prayer time so regularly. Such exactitude and such application of mind
might do harm to your feeble health. It is quite enough for you in your
present state of weakness, if you again place yourself in the presence of
God when you perceive that you are no longer there. A simple and familiar
companionship with God, in which you can tell him all your troubles with
perfect trust in him, and in which you can ask him to comfort and
strengthen you, will never exhaust you. It will nourish your heart.
(Talking With God)

God's Word on Weakness
"To keep me from becoming conceited because of these surpassingly great
revelations, there was given me a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan,
to torment me. Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from
me. But he said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made
perfect in weakness.’ Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my
weaknesses, so that Christ's power may rest on me. That is why, for
Christ's sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in
persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong."
II Corinthians 12:7-10 NIV
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32. Purpose
Leaders often get very annoyed at seemingly useless and meaningless
activities. Leaders need to see the purpose of the end result of the activity.
Once they see it they provide "laser-like" focus and align and realign all
their resources to accomplish the task. Fenelon's thoughts today help us
align our lives to God's highest aim and ultimate purpose.

Fenelon's Thoughts on Purpose
Everything is for God, and for His purpose. Of course He wants you to be
happy, but that is not His highest aim. God's glory and His purpose are the
end of all things. So seek out the eternal purpose of God and get in line
with it. You will find happiness and salvation there, but not as an end in
itself. It is all for God.
Not many people can even think of being all for God, and not for themselves, but this is the highest calling. It is hard to hear or understand this
because you want to live for your own interests. And it is hard to convince a
modern person that God is his final end, and that everything in life should
be to God and for God. This doesn't mean that you can't enjoy yourself and
your freedom in God. You must simply want God's purpose fulfilled more
than anything else in creation. You belong to God, you have been made for
Him. Your natural instincts tell you to protect your life, and take care of
yourself. There is nothing wrong with this, but you can live by a deeper
instinct within your spirit that lives only for God's glory.
(The Seeking Heart)

God's Word on Purpose
"Ascribe to the LORD, O mighty ones, ascribe to the LORD glory and
strength. Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; worship the LORD in
the splendor of his holiness."
"The voice of the LORD shakes the desert; the LORD shakes the Desert of
Kadesh. The voice of the LORD twists the oaks and strips the forests bare.
And in his temple all cry, 'Glory!'" Psalm 29:1-2;8-9 NIV
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33. Feelings
Those mysterious little impulses that can bring great satisfaction to a
leader. And yet, they can also mess with our minds and derail our relationship with God. Today Fenelon offers a warning on how our feelings can fail
us.

Fenelon's Thoughts on Feelings
Prayer does not consist in sweet feelings, nor in the appeal of an excited
imagination, nor in that illumination of mind that traces the sublimest
truths in God with ease. It is not even in a certain consolation in our vision
of God. All these things are external gifts from his hand. If they are withheld from us, our love may become more pure, as the soul may then attach
itself immediately and solely to God instead of to his mercies.
Pure love is in the will alone. It is not sentimental love, for imagination has
no part in it. It loves, if we may so express it, without feeling, as faith believes without seeing. We need not fear that this love is an imaginary thing.
Nothing can be less so than the mere will when it is separated from all
imagination. Without such emotional feeling, faith is in full exercise while
humility is preserved. (Talking With God)

God's Word on Feelings
"Jesus said, 'The first in importance is, 'Listen, Israel: The Lord your God is
one; so love the Lord God with all your passion and prayer and intelligence
and energy.' And here is the second: 'Love others as well as you love yourself.' There is no other commandment that ranks with these.'"
Mark 12:29-31 The Message
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34. Hunger
Driven leaders are hungry people. They are individuals with large appetites.
There are several "A's" that driven leaders hunger for: Achievement...they
need to see things accomplished. Driven leaders hunger for Attention...they
need to be noticed for their achievements. Driven leaders hunger for
Approval...they need to be affirmed by those close to them. Spiritual
leaders are possessed by a different hunger...a hunger and thirst for their
creator. My spiritual mentor, Fenelon, addresses this issue today.

Fenelon's Thoughts on Hunger
Lord, you are the God of all nature, and everything obeys your voice. You
are the soul of every living thing and even of every non-living thing. You
are my soul even more than this very soul that you gave to my body. You
are closer to me than myself. All things belong to you; should my heart not
also belong to you--this heart that you made and to which you give life? It
is yours, not mine.
But you, O dear God, you also belong to me, because I love you. You are
everything for me. I have no other possession, O my eternal inheritance!
What I long for is not earthly consolations, pleasant feelings inside, brilliant
enlightenment, or even extraordinary inner graces. I am not asking for any
of those gifts that come from you but which are still not you yourself.
I hunger and thirst for you and you alone. I want to forget myself, to lose
sight of myself. Do with me according to your will. Nothing else matters. I
love you. (Talking With God)

God's Word on Hunger
"As the deer pants for streams of water, so my soul pants for you, O God."
Psalm 42:1 NIV
"Whom have I in heaven but you? And earth has nothing I desire besides
you. My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart
and my portion forever." Psalm 73:25-26 NIV
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35. Time
For some leaders there is never enough of it. For others, they have too
much time on their hands. Still for others they wonder where the time
went. My mentor, Fenelon, addresses the issue of time...may his thoughts
provoke you to look at time differently.

Fenelon's Thoughts on Time
Time is precious, but we do not know yet how precious it really is. We will
only know when we are no longer able to take advantage of it. Our friends
ask for our time as if it were nothing, and we give it as if it were nothing.
Often our time is our own responsibility; we do not know what to do with it,
and we become overwhelmed as a result. The day will come when a
quarter-hour will seem more valuable and desirable than all the fortunes in
the universe.
Liberal and generous in every way, God in the wise economy of his
providence teaches us how we should be prudent about the proper use of
time. He never gives us two moments at the same time. He never gives us
a second moment without taking away the first. And he never grants us
that second moment without holding the third one in his hand, leaving us
completely uncertain as to whether we will have it. Time is given to us to
prepare for eternity. Eternity will not be long enough for us to ever stop
regretting it if on this earth we have wasted time.
(Meditations on the Heart of God)

God's Word on Time
"LORD, remind me how brief my time on earth will be. Remind me that my
days are numbered—how fleeting my life is. You have made my life no
longer than the width of my hand. My entire lifetime is just a moment to
you; at best, each of us is but a breath." Psalm 39:4-5 NLT
"Make the most of every chance you get. These are desperate times!"
Ephesians 5:16 The Message
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36. Fire
Fire has many uses. It can be used to illuminate those things hidden in
darkness. It can be used to purify those things that are unclean or contaminated. And it can be used to create warmth and bring comfort. Jesus said
he came to bring fire to the earth. (Luke 12:49) May Fenelon's thoughts on
fire illuminate, purify or comfort your heart.

Fenelon's Thoughts on Fire
The fire that Jesus came to cast upon the earth is the fire of divine love. Jesus brought this fire to us in his heart, and now his only desire is to inflame
our hearts with it as well. But men live in deadly coldness. We love a bit of
money; we love land and houses. We love a reputation, a name, titles and
credentials. We love to seek after changing, deadly things--such as conversations and pleasures that leave us empty afterwards. God is the only one
for whom we have no more room for love. Instead, we exhaust ourselves
running after the most wretched of his creations.
Jesus came to earth wanting nothing greater than to light his divine fire in
our hearts and make us feel the happiness and blessing of divine love. Yet
we prefer the unhappiness of loving the lowest and most harmful things.
O God, reign over us in spite of our passions! How could we find anything to
love outside of you? May the fire of your love extinguish any other fire! Give
us the grace to love you, and we will love you and no other. And we will
continue to love you throughout eternity. (Meditations on the Heart of God)

God's Word on Fire
"John answered them all, 'I baptize you with water. But one more powerful
than I will come, the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He
will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.'" Luke 3:16 NIV
"I have come to bring fire on the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled!" Luke 12:49 NIV
"As when fire sets twigs ablaze and causes water to boil, come down to
make your name known to your enemies and cause the nations to quake
before you!" Isaiah 64:2 NIV
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37. Slackness
This word is not in the vocabulary of a driven leader, unless it is a
description of someone else! Slackness can creep into the life of a leader in
a gradual way. Typically in the lives of those leaders who are enjoying
God's blessing and outward marks of success. Today my mentor, Fenelon,
addresses this issue and provides guidance to rid slackness in our walk with
God.

Fenelon's Thoughts on Slackness
How easily the best people fall gradually away without noticing it! At first he
does not perceive his wanderings or his fall. He says to himself, "What
harm am I doing? Is not my conduct upright and regular in the world's
eyes? Must one not have some pleasure? It is hardly worth living without
something to cheer and amuse one!" It is thus that people cleverly deceive
themselves, and disguise their backsliding. But the Holy Spirit bids them
hasten to open their eyes, and see "the height from which they have
fallen."
How far are you below your former standard! Remember the fervency of
your prayers, your love of solitude, your jealous watch over your quiet
time, and the strictness with which you shunned whatever could interfere
with it. If you do not remember, others have not forgotten, and do not fail
to ask, "What has become of all that fervor? There is nothing to be seen
now but the love of amusement and pleasure, and a restless inward boredom when there is a pause in these. It is not the same person."
(The Royal Way of the Cross)

God's Word on Slackness
"Yet I hold this against you: You have forsaken your first love. Remember
the height from which you have fallen! Repent and do the things you did at
first. If you do not repent, I will come to you and remove your lampstand
from its place." Revelation 2:5,6 NIV

© 2008 Gary Rohrmayer

www.yourjourney.org

41

38. Affronts
As a self-confessed driven leader, dealing with the apparent assault of my
character, loyalty or commitment offers a unique challenge. Those little
digs, suspicious looks or tone can cause my imagination to go wild. My response has been to talk or reason my way out of those things. Fenelon's
soul searching thoughts offer another approach to those affronts on our
character. Ponder them today!

Fenelon's Thoughts on Affronts
You greatly need God's Holy Spirit to guide you in your difficulties, and to
moderate your natural vehemence under circumstances so calculated to
excite it. As to those who have caused this difficulty, I think you should
speak of that to none save to God in prayer on behalf of the person who
insulted you. Men are not killed by a blow on the extremities--the nails or
the hair--but by an injury to the vital parts. When God purposes to make us
die to self, he always touches that which is the very essence of our life. He
adapts our cross to each one of us. Let yourself be humbled; calm and
silence under humiliation are a great benefit to the soul. One is sometimes
tempted to talk about humility, and it is easy to find plenty of opportunities
for doing so, but it is better to be humbly silent. Talkative humility is always
suspicious; talk is a certain relief to self-conceit.
Do not get angry about what people say. Let them talk while you try to do
God's will. As to the will of men, you could never come to an end of
satisfying it, nor is it worth the trouble. Silence, peace, and union with God
ought to comfort you under whatever people may falsely say. You must be
friendly to them with out counting on their friendship. They come and go.
Let them go--they are but as chaff scattered by the wind. Only see God's
hand in what they do. He wounds or comforts us through their means. You
need all your resolution, but at the same time your quickness of temper
requires checks and impediments. Possess your soul in patience.
(The Royal Way of the Cross)

God's Word on Affronts
“Those who oppose him he must gently instruct, in the hope that God will
grant them repentance leading them to a knowledge of the truth, and that
they will come to their senses and escape from the trap of the devil, who
has taken them captive to do his will.” 2 Timothy 2:22-26 NIV
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39. Lukewarm
A word driven leaders despise. And yet, many times it can describe the
condition of their soul! Their drivenness toward external goals and
measurements of success can often cause a dryness in their soul, leading
to a lukewarm heart toward God. Fenelon offers probing counsel for dealing
with the external distractions that lead toward internal dryness.

Fenelon's Thoughts on Lukewarm
Nothing is harder to bear than lukewarmness and lack of a conscious inward life. But it seems to me you have only two things to do, one of which
is to avoid whatever excites and scatters you. In this way you can cut off
the source of dangerous distractions, which dry up prayer.
You cannot expect to find interior nourishment if you live only for what is
exterior. Strict watchfulness in giving up whatever makes you too eager
and impetuous in conversation is a absolute necessity if you would win the
spirit of recollection and prayer. No one can have a relish for both God and
the world simultaneously, and whatever spirit you have carried about with
you through the day's occupations you will carry to the appointed hours of
prayer.
Then, after cutting down whatever excesses distract your mind, you must
try very often to renew the presence of God, even amid those occupations
which are right and necessary, guarding against your self-will. Try continually to act by the leadings of grace and in the spirit of self-renunciation. By
degrees you will come to it, by frequently checking your impulsiveness and
hearkening to God's voice within, letting him possess you wholly.
(The Royal Way of the Cross)

God's Word on Lukewarm
"I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish you were either one or the other! So, because you are lukewarm—neither hot nor
cold—I am about to spit you out of my mouth." Revelation 3:15,16 NIV
"Those whom I love I rebuke and discipline. So be earnest, and repent.
Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and
opens the door, I will come in and eat with him, and he with me."
Revelation 3:19,20 NIV
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40. Dryness
As a driven leader there has been too many seasons of giving, giving and
giving to the point my soul was completely parched. Fenelon offers wisdom
for those dry seasons and how we can learn from them, how we survive
them and how we can move out of them into a season of renewal and
refreshment.

Fenelon's Thoughts on Dryness
Do you no longer find the same peace of mind in your devotions which was
so easy and so usual with you earlier? God is accustoming you to a fidelity
that is less sweet and more painful to nature. If such ease in concentrating
yourself on God were always equal, it would give you a support that would
be too tied to feelings, and, as it were, too natural. In such a case you
would experience no interior cross and no weakness. It is necessary for you
to feel your misery. The humiliation that follows will be more useful to you
than the most consoling spiritual fervor if you bear it patiently without being discouraged. (Talking With God)

God's Word on Dryness
"On the last and greatest day of the Feast, Jesus stood and said in a loud
voice, 'If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink. Whoever believes
in me, as the Scripture has said, streams of living water will flow from
within him.'" John 7:37-38 NIV
"Let them give thanks to the LORD for his unfailing love and his wonderful
deeds for men, for he satisfies the thirsty and fills the hungry with good
things." Psalm 107:8-9 NIV
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41. Conforming
Natural leaders don't like to conform to the will of others...they like others
to conform to their will. Spiritual leaders seek out the conforming presence
of Jesus. They understand the need to bend their will to His. They know
that this is the goal of their lives, to be conformed into the image of God's
Son. Fenelon offers profound insights into what it means to be conformed
into the image of Jesus.

Fenelon's Thoughts on Conforming
We are called to imitate Jesus; live as he lived, think as he thought, and be
conformed to his image. This is the mark of our sanctification.
To be a Christian is to be an imitator of Jesus. In what can we imitate him if
not in his humiliation? Nothing else can bring us near to him. We may adore
him as omnipotent, fear him as just, love him with all our heart as good
and merciful, but we can only imitate him as humble, submissive, poor, and
despised.
Let us not imagine that we can do this by our own efforts. Everything in us
is opposed to it; but we may rejoice that God is present within us. Jesus
has chosen to be made partaker of all our weaknesses. He is a compassionate High Priest, who has voluntarily submitted to be tempted in all points as
we are. Let us, then, derive all our strength in him who became weak that
he might strengthen us. Let us enrich ourselves out of his poverty, confidently exclaiming, "I can do everything through him who gives me
strength."
Let us earnestly occupy ourselves with this work, and let us change our
hard hearts which are so rebellious, to become like the heart of Jesus
Christ. (Talking With God)

God's Word on Conforming
"And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love
him, who have been called according to his purpose. For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that
he might be the firstborn among many brothers. And those he predestined,
he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also
glorified." Romans 8:28-30 NIV
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42. A Haughty Spirit
Many a driven leader has been accused of being haughty or at least
appearing haughty in their behavior or attitude. What is the remedy for this
condition? How can one experience freedom from this sickness of the soul?
Today Fenelon takes those he has been mentoring on a journey to deal with
this issue.

Fenelon's Thoughts on a Haughty Spirit
A proud or disdainful manner, one that relishes ridicule or censoriousness,
indicates a self-satisfied mind that is unconscious of its own weak points. It
is prey to its hard-to-please tastes and finds pleasure in the troubles of
others. There is nothing more humbling than this sort of pride, so easily
wounded, disdainful, contemptuous, haughty, jealous of its own rights,
undisposed to forgive others. It is a proof that one is very imperfect indeed
when one is so impatient with the imperfections of others. There is no
remedy for all this save hoping in God, who is as good and powerful as you
are weak and bad. Yet probably he will let you grovel on at length without
uprooting your natural disposition and long-formed habits. That is because
it is far better for you to be crushed by your own frailty and by the proof of
your incapacity to escape from it, than to enjoy a sudden advance toward
perfection.
Only strive to bear with others and turn your eyes away from people who
cannot edify you, as you would turn them from temptation. They really are
a very dangerous temptation to you. Pray, read, humble yourself by cultivating lowly things. Soften your heart by uniting it to Jesus in his patience
and humiliation. Seek strength in silence. (Talking With God)

God's Word on a Haughty Spirit
"I wrote to the church, but Diotrephes, who loves to be first, will have nothing to do with us. So if I come, I will call attention to what he is doing, gossiping maliciously about us. Not satisfied with that, he refuses to welcome
the brothers. He also stops those who want to do so and puts them out of
the church. Dear friend, do not imitate what is evil but what is good. Anyone who does what is good is from God. Anyone who does what is evil has
not seen God." III John 9-11 NIV
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43. Abandonment
Leaders love to be in control and get nervous when they are not! Too often
as a leader I have hurt myself and my ministry by trying to gain control of
an out-of-control situation. Fenelon offers sound counsel for those dealing
with out-of-control situations.

Fenelon's Thoughts on Abandonment
Evil circumstances are changed into good when they are received with an
enduring trust in the love of God, while good circumstances may be
changed into evil when we become attached to them through the love of
self. Nothing in us or around us is truly good until we become detached
from the world and totally abondoned to God. So even though you are now
in these bad circumstances, put yourself confidently and without reserve
into His hand. I would give anything to see you in better circumstances. But
if evil circumstances have taught you to be sick of the love of the world,
then that is good. That love of self, which the world advocates is a thousand times more dangerous than any poison. I pray for you with all my
heart. (Let Go)

God's Word on Abandonment
"And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love
him, who have been called according to his purpose. For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that
he might be the firstborn among many brothers." Romans 8:28-29 NIV
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44. Motives
Those thoughts, intentions and desires behind a leader's actions. For some,
they spend their lives suspiciously trying to pinpoint the motives of others.
For others, they ruthlessly scrutinize their own motives, often paralyzing
themselves to act. Ultimately, it is only God who knows, sees and
understands our deepest motives and only God who can purify them.
Fenelon offers wise counsel concerning this matter of motives.

Fenelon's Thoughts on Motives
I was happy to receive your letter, and to find you sharing with me so
simply and openly everything that has been taking place within your spirit.
Never hesitate to write me whatever you think God wants you to write.
It is not at all surprising that you have a strong ambition to move ahead in
spiritual things, and to be closely acquainted with well-known Christians. It
is very flattering to self when it can gain some esteem by being very
religious, and it eagerly seeks such esteem. Oh, how careful we need to be
about our motives! The progress we are making in the Christian life and the
celebrated Christian friends we are making may be all wrongly motivated if
we are simply gratifying self. Our aim should be to die to the flattering
delights of self-love. Our aim should be, not greatness, but humility. We
must learn to love personal obscurity and contempt, so that our only
concern is to glorify God.
We can listen to endless sermons about Christian growth, and become
perfectly familiar with the language, and yet be as far from its attainment
as ever. Our great aim should be to be deaf to self, to listen quietly to God,
to renounce every bit of pride and to devote ourselves to living. Let's learn
to talk less and do more without caring whether anyone sees us or not.
(Let Go)

Jesus’ Words on Motives
“Jesus called them together and said, ‘You know that the rulers of the
Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over
them. Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among
you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first must be your
slave— just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and
to give his life as a ransom for many.’” Matthew 20:25-28 NIV
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45. Courage
One man said, courage is the ability to be scared to death on the inside
while letting no one see it on the outside. Leaders of every age have demonstrated courage on many levels...courageous deeds, courageous faith
and courageous decisions. But where does a spiritual leader find their courage? Fenelon suggests that we find it through personal surrender.

Fenelon's Thoughts on Courage
My God, I want to give myself to you. Give me the courage to do this. My
spirit within me sighs after you. Strengthen my will. Take me. If I don't
have the strength to give You everything then draw me by the sweetness of
Your love. Lord, who do I belong to, if not to You? What a horror to belong
to myself and to my passions! Help me to find all my happiness in You, for
there is no happiness outside of You.
Why am I afraid to break out of my chains? Do the things of this world
mean more to me than You? Am I afraid to give myself to You? What a mistake! It is not even I who would give myself to You, but You who would give
Yourself to me. Take my heart.
What joy it is to be with You, to be quiet so that I might hear Your voice!
Feed me and teach me out of Your depths. Oh God, You only make me love
You. Why should I fear to give You everything and draw close to You? To be
left to the world is more frightening than this! Your mercy can overcome
any obstacle. I am unworthy of You, but I can become a miracle of Your
grace. (The Seeking Heart)

God's Word on Courage
"'Get yourself ready! Stand up and say to them whatever I command you.
Do not be terrified by them, or I will terrify you before them. Today I have
made you a fortified city, an iron pillar and a bronze wall to stand against
the whole land—against the kings of Judah, its officials, its priests and the
people of the land. They will fight against you but will not overcome you,
for I am with you and will rescue you,' declares the LORD."
Jeremiah 1:17-19 NIV
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46. Reasoning
One mark of a strong leader is their sharp intellect. Their ability to analyze
or size up a situation. Their skill to quickly navigate problems and find
solutions. Yet, with any strength, it can also become a weakness. The,
"French Guy" Fenelon, offers probing insights into our dependence on our
own reasoning.

Fenelon's Thoughts on Reasoning
Your mind is too much taken up with your circumstances, and this hinders
you from understanding the mind of God. Even worse, I find you too much
inclined to arguing and reasoning. I am quite afraid of this inclination to too
much reasoning because I think it is such a hindrance to the kind of quiet
meditation in which God reveals Himself. You must learn to be humble,
simple, and sincerely separated from the ways of men. When you are in the
presence of God, be quiet, calm, and do not reason with Him. I am giving
you this advice because your most influential friends are such dry, reasoning, critical people that they hinder you in your inner life. Even though you
may have resolved to not take spiritual advice from them, yet their endless
reasonings about unanswerable questions would, ever so imperceptibly,
draw you away from God and finally plunge you into the depths of unbelief.
I am pointing out this danger because of the reasoning kind of person you
were before your conversion. Habits of long standing are easily revived.
And the subtle pressures which cause us to revert to our original position
are very difficult to detect, because they seem so natural to us. So be very
careful of taking up any habits of the past, no matter how innocent they
may seem. Distrust them. You might be starting something which will be
the end of you. (Let Go)

God's Word on Reasoning
"My heart is not proud, O LORD, my eyes are not haughty; I do not concern
myself with great matters or things too wonderful for me. But I have stilled
and quieted my soul; like a weaned child with its mother, like a weaned
child is my soul within me." Psalm 131:1-2 NIV
"Trust GOD from the bottom of your heart; don't try to figure out everything on your own. Listen for GOD's voice in everything you do, everywhere
you go; he's the one who will keep you on track.”
Proverbs 3:5-6 The Message
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47. Resolution
What happens when the experiential side of joy and blessing disappear in
your life? When prayer loses its sweetness? When obedience becomes
painful? When the Word becomes dry and sacrifices seems worthless?
Fenelon, a man who had infinite experience with this reality, brings powerful insight today!

Fenelon's Thoughts on Resolution
This life of revelations and sensible delights is a very dangerous snare if we
become so attached to it as to desire nothing more. Those who have no
other attraction to prayer will quit both prayer and God whenever these
gratifications disappear. St. Teresa says that a great number of people
leave off praying at the very moment when their devotion is beginning to
be real. How many there are who, in consequence of too soft an upbringing
in Jesus Christ, and too great a fondness for the milk of his word, go back
and abandon their interior life as soon as God undertakes to wean them!
We need not be astonished at this, for they mistake the portico of the
temple for the very sanctuary itself. They desire the death of their
unrefined external passion, so that they may lead a delicious life of
self-satisfaction within. Hence, so much infidelity and disappointment
occurred even among those who appeared the most fervent and most
devoted. Those who have talked the loudest of death to self, of the
darkness of faith, are often the most surprised and discouraged when they
really experience these things and their consolation is taken away.
(Talking With God)

God's Word on Resolution
“Because the Sovereign LORD helps me, I will not be disgraced. Therefore
have I set my face like flint, and I know I will not be put to shame.”
Isaiah 50:7 NIV
“As the time approached for him to be taken up to heaven, Jesus resolutely
set out for Jerusalem.” Luke 9:51 NIV
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48. Team
Ministry is a team sport. Jesus did ministry with a couple of teams. Paul
did ministry with a couple of teams. Team ministry is messy and can be
volatile. How does one maintain a positive team spirit? Fenelon offers
some excellent advice in how to preserve peace with those close to us.

Fenelon's Thoughts on Team
To be really pleased even with the best persons, we must be satisfied with
little and we must bear with much. The most perfect people have many
imperfections. We also have imperfections, and great ones. Our faults,
joined to theirs, make our bearing with each other very difficult. But bear
one another’s burdens, and so you shall fulfill the law of Christ. We must
habitual recollection, prayer, detachment from ourselves, renunciation of all
the carefully crafted criticisms, faithfulness in abandoning all vain
judgments of a jealous and fastidious self-love…all these things tend very
much to preserve peace and union with God, We spare ourselves much
trouble by this simplicity. Happy are those who pay no attention to selflove, and who pay no attention to the criticism of others.
(Talking With God)

God's Word on Team
“Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, but be willing to
associate with people of low position. Do not be conceited.”
“If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone.”
Romans 12:16,18 NIV
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49. Deprivation
Survivalist say a person can go three weeks without food and three days
without water. How long could you go without experiencing the comforting
presence of God? How long could you live with those nagging unanswered
prayers and petitions? The “French Guy” says, “Accustom yourself gradually to this burden.” Deprivation moves us from the infant type of love to a
mature type of worship.

Fenelon's Thoughts on Deprivation
Follow faithfully the light that God gives you to die to the refinements and
sensibilities of your self-love. When we give ourselves entirely to the designs of God for us, we are as willing to be deprived of consolations as to
enjoy them. Often a deprivation that disturbs and humbles us is more useful to us than an abundance of comforting.
Why should it not be useful for us to be deprived of the presence and advice of a friend, when it is sometimes very wholesome for us to be deprived
of the sense of the presence and of the consoling gifts of God himself? God
is very near us when he seems far away from us, if we bear this apparent
absence of his in a spirit of love for him and of death to ourselves.
Accustom yourself gradually to this burden. When children begin to grow,
they make a change from the milk of a tender mother who carries them in
her bosom, to walking alone and eating dry bread. (Talking With God)

God's Word on Deprivation
“In fact, though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone
to teach you the elementary truths of God's word all over again. You need
milk, not solid food! Anyone who lives on milk, being still an infant, is not
acquainted with the teaching about righteousness. But solid food is for the
mature, who by constant use have trained themselves to distinguish good
from evil.” Hebrews 5:12-14 NIV
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50. Intangibles
We live in a touchy, feely world. A world of instant gratification. A world
filled with intoxicating sensations. What happens when we reduce our faith
to simply emotional tangibles? When our obedience succumbs to instant
gratification? When worship is reduced to a sensational experience, far
from a life of surrender? Fenelon tackles these thoughts straight on.

Fenelon's Thoughts on Intangibles
Souls are earthly in desiring something tangible, as it were, before they can
feel firm. But this is all wrong. It is these very things of sense that
produce vacillation. We think, while the pleasure lasts, that we shall never
desert God. We say in our prosperity that we shall never be moved. But
the moment our intoxication is over, we give up all for lost, thus
substituting our own pleasure and imagination in place of God. Naked faith
alone is a sure guard against illusion. When our foundation is not upon
imagination, feeling, pleasure, or extraordinary illumination; when we rest
upon God only in unpretentious and plain faith, in the simplicity of the
gospel receiving the consolations which he sends, but dwelling in none of
them; when we abstain from judging and ever strive to be obedient,
believing that it is easy to be deceived and others may be able to set us
right—in short, always acting with simplicity and an upright intention,
following the light of the faith in each present moment—then we are indeed
in a way that is not easily subject to illusion.
Whoever will try it will soon find that this way of simple faith, strictly
followed, is the way to the most complete death of self. Interior delights
and revelations secure our self-love against damage—for all its external
sacrifices—and lead to the cherishing of a secret and refined life of the old
nature. But to allow ourselves to be stripped inwardly and outwardly at
once, outwardly by circumstances and inwardly by this dark night of pure
faith—this is total sacrifice and least likely to be subject to self-deception.
(Talking With God)

God's Word on Intangibles
“Therefore we are always confident and know that as long as we are at
home in the body we are away from the Lord. We live by faith, not by sight.
We are confident, I say, and would prefer to be away from the body and at
home with the Lord.” II Corinthians 5:6-8 NIV
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Short-Biography
The place was the countryside, a few miles outside of the town of Bergerac
in the southwestern part of France and in an area called Perigord. On August 6, in the year 1651, François de Salignac de La Mothe-Fenelon was
born. History remembers him as François de Fenelon, or -- more simply -Fenelon. At the time of his birth his father was quite old and, consequently,
Fenelon became the major interest of this aging man (Fenelon was the second son of the second wife -- among fifteen children -- of Pons de Salignac
de Fenelon). Until he was twelve years old Fenelon remained at his home
receiving a typical Catholic education. He left home at about that age to enroll, for a short time, at the College of Cahors. A major influence entered
Fenelon's life at Cahors in the form of his uncle, Marquis Antoine de
Fenelon, bishop of Sarlat. His uncle took note of Fenelon's sensitive temperament and the potentiality of this remarkable young boy. Insightfully,
his uncle recommended that he transfer to Paris and continue his education
there.
In Paris, Fenelon entered the College du Plessis where, soon after, he distinguished himself among his classmates as a scholar possessing an unusual gift of eloquence and speech.
Interestingly, in the years to come, Fenelon's path would cross again and
again that of a Catholic priest named Bossuet. There is a similarity in their
lives, even in their youth. Like Bossuet, it was at the age of fifteen that
Fenelon was allowed to deliver his first sermon. And, like Bossuet, he
quickly attracted attention, captivating people by his mannerisms and his
scholarship. Fenelon, though, perhaps by the wisdom of his uncle Antoine
was saved from the flattery that was to be the Achilles heel of Bossuet. And
how was the young Fenelon rescued from youthful pride? The Marquis de
Fenelon had his young nephew transferred to the Seminary at SaintSulpice. (He actually began in a section of the school called the Petit Seminaire.) This occurred in the year 1672 when Fenelon was age 21.
Several major turning points awaited Fenelon at Saint-Sulpice. The first influential factor that moved into his life there was a man named Tronson, director of the seminary. This man was to become Fenelon's closest, dearest
friend and counselor.
There was a unique feature to the seminary at Saint-Sulpice. It had a long
and very significant relationship to Canada. From Saint-Sulpice a large
number of young priests (we would call them missionaries) had gone forth
to convert the French portion of the new world. (Remember at that time
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Eastern Canada was French-speaking.) Soon it was Fenelon's desire to go
to this area and take up the cause of this mission. His uncle opposed,
Fenelon relented, giving himself over to his studies until the time he was
ordained into the priesthood. After his seminary studies were concluded he
continued in the parish at Saint-Sulpice.
Fenelon's work was mostly among the poor, the sick and the very sinful.
Yet even up until 1675, he had not shaken the idea of the mission field. At
that time his ambition was to go to Greece. Again he relinquished this
dream, probably in deference to his uncle.
To understand what happened next we have to know a little about the history of France during that period. Ninety percent of France was Catholic,
with the other ten percent Protestant, the Protestants being referred to as
Huguenots. Under Louis XIV's encouragement growing persecution was being experienced by the Huguenots.
Some years before, in 1634, a community had been formed in Paris made
up of Huguenot women who had left the Protestant faith and joined themselves to the Roman Catholic church. These Protestants-turned-Catholics
were called Nouvelles Catholiques. In about 1678 Fenelon was appointed to
head this community. His job was to indoctrinate these women into the
Catholic faith and for ten years devoted himself to this work.
During this period of his life Fenelon developed a close relationship with a
few pious friends. One of these close friends was the Duc de Beauvilliers, a
man destined to play a formative role in Fenelon’s life.
The Duc's wife was the mother of eight daughters, and Fenelon became
something the Catholics called a Spiritual Director, or Spiritual Guide, to
this entire family. Out of this experience was to come Fenelon's first book, a
work much celebrated in the French world and French language. It is called
A Treatise on the Education of Girls.
As an educator, Fenelon was very influential, although not very systematic.
His concern for girls' education was rare in his day, and he wanted this kind
of education to develop specific feminine aspects. *
And now a very dark page in French history opens. In October of 1685,
Louis XIV revoked something called The Edict of Nantes (1598) which
protected the Protestants of France and gave them a small measure of
religious freedom. For several years previous Louis XIV had encouraged increased harassment of the Huguenots. In fact, the reason given for
revoking the Edict of Nantes was that there were so few Protestants left in
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France the law was meaningless. (By no means was this true.)
Persecutions spread. Tens of thousands, and finally hundreds of thousands,
of Protestants fled France. Historians have called this perhaps the greatest
single blunder ever committed by a reigning monarch in the history of
Europe. The Protestants, history would reveal, were the solidifying, cohesive force in the commerce of France. The banking business, accounting, in
fact almost the entire financial community and a large part of France's business transactions rested their credibility on the honesty of the Huguenots.
When the Huguenots made this exodus from their native land something of
the genius of France disappeared with them.
It was at this time (1685) that the most powerful religious figure in France,
Bossuet, recommended that Fenelon be sent to the most troubled area of
France, the heavily Protestant districts of Poitou and Saintogne. Persecution
and confusion prevailed there, along with an air of rebellion. The king, who
virtually always did whatever Bossuet suggested in religious matters, dispatched Fenelon to this area. Fenelon agreed, with one rather unusual
stipulation. He was not to be accompanied by military troops, but rather, he
would go to do a work of peace and mercy. It was a task he was well
equipped for by his nature and by the experience afforded him with the
Nouvelles Catholiques in Paris. The military was to withdraw from any area
where Fenelon had jurisdiction. Fenelon understood the Protestant mind.
A story illustrates how this man weaved his way through the impossible
situation in Saintogne. A devout Catholic called upon Fenelon to come
attend to his kin, a dying Protestant "heretic". On the way, Fenelon
composed a prayer which, we are told, the two men -- a Protestant heretic
and a Catholic bishop -- prayed together!
"Thou knowest, my Savior, that I desire to live and die in the Truth; forgive
me if I was mistaken."
As his stay in this area lengthened, both the Huguenots and the Catholics
were impressed with the way he handled his task. It was said that though
the Protestants were not converted by him they were charmed by his character. Grudgingly, perhaps, it seems he may have even won their esteem
and admiration. Fenelon's success in Poitou caused the public, for the first
time, to focus attention upon this man and his ministry.
In August 1689, when Fenelon was 38, he was given one of the most
influential positions that could befall any Frenchman. Louis appointed him
Preceptor of the Duc of Burgundy. That title may have very little meaning
to anyone unacquainted with French history. But we understand the
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implication better when we realize that, for all practical purposes, Fenelon
was given the task of raising the young man who would succeed Louis XIV
to the throne of France. Fenelon was now in the inner circle of influence in
France. He also had one of the most difficult tasks imaginable as the young
Duc was a terror. Could Fenelon handle him?
A contemporary of Fenelon has left us the following description of Fenelon's
appearance. Reading it helps us to understand a little better the magnetism
of this man.
"This prelate was a tall, thin man, well made, pale, with a large nose, eyes,
from whence fire and talents streamed as from a torrent, a physiognomy
the like of which I have never seen in any other man, and which, once
seen, one could never forget. He combined everything, and the greatest
contradictions produced no want of harmony. A united seriousness and gaiety, gravity and courtesy, the man of learning, the bishop and the grand
seigneur; the prevailing characteristics, as in everything about him, being
refinement, intellect, gracefulness, modesty, and above all, noblesse.
"It was difficult to take ones eyes off of him. He possessed a natural
eloquence, grace and finesse, and a most insinuating, yet noble and
appropriate courtesy; an easy, clear, agreeable utterance; a wonderful
power of explaining the hardest matter in a lucid, distinct manner. He was a
man who never sought to seem cleverer than those with whom he
conversed, who brought himself insensibly to their level, putting them at
their ease, and enthralling them so, one could neither leave him, nor
mistrust him, nor help seeking him again."
Another contemporary describes Fenelon this way:
"...one of those rare men, destined to create an epoch in their times, and to
do honor as much to humanity by their virtue as to letters by their exceeding talent -- easy, brilliant, characterized by fertile, graceful, dominant
imagination, which yet never made its domination felt. His eloquence was
winning rather than vehement, and he reigned as much through the charm
he had on society as by the superiority of his talents; always bringing himself to the level of others, and never arguing; seeming, on the contrary, to
yield to others at the very time he was convincing them. His whole bearing
was marked with a noble singularity, and an indescribable and sublime
simplicity gave a sort of prophet-like stamp to his character; the fresh,
though unaffected, way in which he expressed himself made many people
fancy that he knew everything by inspiration. He seems almost as if he had
invented rather than acquired the sciences. He was always original, always
creative, imitating no one, and himself wholly inimitable."

© 2008 Gary Rohrmayer

www.yourjourney.org

58

It has been said of him that he was a man dead to vanity.
One of his contemporaries noted, "I never knew him to speak brusquely to
anyone, nor to the best of my knowledge did a harsh or contemptuous word
ever escape him." Another observer gave this critique of Fenelon:
"I have seen him adapt himself within a short space of time to all classes,
associating with the great, and using their style, without any loss of
episcopal dignity, and then turning to the lowly and young, like a kind father teaching his children. There was no effort or effection in his readiness
to turn from one to the other; it seems as though his mind naturally embraced all varieties."
It was to this man that was given the Herculean task of bringing a violent
and difficult seven year old child into management. But just how difficult
was this child? Here is a description left to us of the little monster!
"Monseigneur was born with the disposition which made one tremble. He
was so passionate that he would break the clocks when the struck the hour
which summoned him to some unwelcomed duty, and fly into the wildest
rage at the rain which hindered some pleasure. Resistance made him
perfectly furious. I have often been a witness to this in his early childhood.
Moreover, a strong inclination attached him to whatever was forbidden to
his mind or body. His satirical power was all the more biting because it was
clever and pungent, and he seized promptly on the ridiculous side of things.
He gave himself up to all that pleased him with a violent passion, and with
an amount of pride and hauteur past description; he was dangerously quick
in penetrating both things and people, in seeing the weak side, and reasoning more powerfully and deeply than his masters. But, on the other hand,
as soon as the storm of passion was over, reason would return and get the
upper hand; he would see his faults, and acknowledge them, sometimes so
regretfully as almost to renew the storm. His mind was lively, quick,
penetrating, resolute to meet difficulty; ...literally speaking, transcendent in
every way. The marvel is, that in so short a time, devotion and grace
should have made an altogether new being of him and changed so many
redoubtable faults into the entirely opposite virtues."
And here is another description of the young man who, save for the miracle
called Fenelon, was destined to be a tyrant.
"He was intensely obstinate, desperately fond of good eating, of hunting, of
music, of games at which it was dangerous to play with him, and he could
not endure to be beaten; he was disposed to be cruel, and he looked upon
the rest of mankind as an inferior race with which he had nothing in com-
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mon. Even his brothers, who were supposed to be brought up on precisely
the same footing as himself, he considered as merely a sort of link between
himself and the ordinary human race."
And so Fenelon set about his task. He was to give the child a literary education, but his main struggle was the boy's fiery temperament. It was patience and gentleness together with firmness that began to corral the fury
of this wild child who would be king.
When one of his evil moods seized him, instructions were given to everyone
in the household to relapse into silence. No one was to speak to him if they
could help it. He was to be treated with a sort of humiliating compassion
which might be shown a madman; his books and everything else that had
to do with the constructive part of his life were to be put aside as useless in
this state of rage.
This tactic had a gradual effect upon the young boy. Full of penitence, he
would sometimes come and throw himself in the fullest affection and trust,
mixed with childish remorse, upon the never-failing patience of his Preceptor. A bond grew between them. Soon the boy was won over to Fenelon
and continued to almost worship him until the very day he died. He even
grew to learn to assist those who strove to conquer his faults.
It was in the ensuing three years that he lived in the court of Louis XIV that
Fenelon wrote two more works, The Dialogue of Death, and Télémaque.
(Télémaque ranks in French literature something like one of Shakespeare's
better works might in English literature. Its content has caused some to call
Fenelon "the first modern mind.")
Télémaque was in fact a kind of instruction for the young prince, in which
Fenelon exposed his ideas about the ideal government. But Fenelon, himself a class-conscious grand seigneur, was firmly opposed to royal despotism. When this book was published, the reading public interpreted it as a
satirical criticism on the government situation under Louis XIV. This made
his situation very delicate in relation to his life in the royal court and his influence over the heir to the throne. *
Also during this same period the single greatest influence of his adult life
was to make its entrance. While in the king's court, Fenelon met Madame
Guyon. Madame Guyon, in turn, was to introduce Fenelon to a deeper relationship with Jesus Christ. It is to the everlasting credit of this powerful and
influential man that he humbled himself before this obscure woman and received from her the guidance that he did.
But don't expect a secular historian to agree with that observation! Secular
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historians have never forgiven Guyon for being the one flaw in Fenelon’s
life, causing him to be denied a cardinal's cap and a place in French history
alongside the very greatest of her sons.
Events begin to move quickly now. Fenelon is caring for the grandson of the
king, the honors of the world and the admiration of France are upon him. In
1693 he is chosen to become a member of the French academy. The next
year, in appreciation for what Fenelon had done for his grandson, Louis XIV
gave Fenelon the position of Abbey of Saint Valery. One year later, in 1695,
the Pope elevated Fenelon to the auspicious position of Archbishop of an
area in France called Cambrai. (An Archbishop is one step from Cardinal,
which is but one step from Pope!)
But in exactly those same years Bossuet made himself the enemy of Madame Guyon. Now it happened that the two most powerful religious figures
in France found themselves on a collision course. Fenelon was Guyon's
friend; Bossuet was her avowed enemy.
Fenelon could find nothing wrong with either Guyon's life or her teachings.
He even went further to become her defender, knowing full well the danger
of crossing the powerful Bossuet.
At the same time, in their private lives, both men were working on a book,
neither knowing the other was doing so. Bossuet, knowing nothing of
Fenelon's book, asked Fenelon to endorse his own. The book by Bossuet
condemned the teachings of Madame Guyon, and Fenelon refused. Bossuet
was outraged. Bossuet soon found not only the teaching of Madame Guyon
unacceptable, but also Fenelon's book The Maxims of the Saints just as
bad. Bossuet was determined to cross swords with his friend Fenelon and
ruin him in the battle. So ensued one of the greatest ecclesiastical confrontations that church history has ever recorded.
Bossuet published a book accusing Fenelon of holding doctrines contrary to
the true faith and called upon Fenelon to make response. Fenelon wrote a
short book to his defense. Bossuet wrote a book denouncing Fenelon, his
teachings and his answer. Each answered with another book and after that,
each answered the answer with yet another book! Paris (as well as France
and a good part of Europe) was standing on its ear. This series of books,
from the hands of these two awesome men, were literally the talk of a large
portion of the continent. These little books are still considered to be literary
masterpieces. The only way to adequately describe the place this confrontation holds in French history would be to compare it to the Lincoln-Douglas
debates in the United States. (If you are British, try to image a literary duel
between Shakespeare and John Locke.) Until this very day, the school chil-
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dren of France study this clash of titans both in their French history classes
and in French literature.
Louis XIV, siding with Bossuet -- as always -- forbade Fenelon to live any
longer in Paris and removed him as Preceptor of his grandson. The controversy spiraled.
Bossuet demanded that Fenelon be investigated. The whole matter landed
on the desk of the Pope himself, the same Pope who had only recently
purged himself of the Michael Molinos dispute! (See The Spiritual Guide,
also published by Christian Books.)
A Vatican committee was appointed to settle the matter. It took that committee years to thrash through the matter. Bossuet threw the totality of his
influence behind a demand for the worst possible condemnation and in so
doing tarnished his place in history. The final verdict handed down by the
committee was not much more than hand-slap on Fenelon. Bossuet was
outraged. The original book, The Maxim of the Saints, was only moderately
condemned. The final written statement on the matter was a study in mildness of condemnation. The Pope showed the greatest tenderness and respect for Fenelon. Nonetheless,
Fenelon's book had been denounced and, upon receiving word of this,
Fenelon immediately recanted. (In Roman Catholic circles, this simply
means that he renounced his own teachings.) He did this out of firm belief
that he was to be submissive to the Pope and to the mother church in all
things.
Although he was allowed to remain Archbishop, Fenelon was banished to his
diocese.
In the meantime, Bossuet and Louis XIV had seen to it that Madame Guyon
had been imprisoned, without trial and without even charges being laid
against her. The influence of Madame Guyon on the court of Louis XIV and
even upon the religious life of France had come to an end. Nonetheless, the
things she said, the things she stood for and the testimony of her life have
had a habit of periodically resurrecting now and again. For better or worse,
Madame Guyon has simply never quietly gone away.
The now banished Fenelon devoted the remainder of his life to the duties of
his diocese. It was during this time he penned most of the letters you will
find in this book.
Unfortunately, few of his sermons have been left to us. The writings for
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which he is mostly remembered are The Maxims of the Saints, Télémaque,
and his letters. (His works on child raising are all but forgotten, yet their
concepts are, to this very hour, woven into the fabric of western culture.)
As an educator, Fenelon is representative of 17th century galant education.
His pedagogic work focused on young people of the upper classes. Regarding the education of young women, he did his utmost to make future motherhood and the ability to manage a complex household the central themes.
A striking element in his pedagogy is the great value Fenelon attributed to
the education of children of toddler age. He highlighted the influence that
early childhood experiences may have on the development of a child's character. This insight is a modern one. In his educational methods, Fenelon
tried to make use of the natural curiosity of young children by explaining
much in the form of stories. And learning by playing should start as early as
possible. *
His letters are generally conceded to be the most perfect of their kind to be
found in the French language. Many a believer has found solace and benefit
in his thoughtful correspondence. They are, truly, spiritual letters and some
of the best Christian correspondence dealing with the matter of a deeper
walk with Christ which has ever found its way to print.
What was not learned about Fenelon until the twentieth century was that,
even years after Madame Guyon was released from prison, the two of them
carried on a secret correspondence. Here is clear evidence that neither of
them really abandoned either the belief or practice of their walk with the
Lord.
It is interesting to note that the three great Catholic names of this era (as
deals with the deeper aspects of the faith) -- Molinos, Guyon and Fenelon -held on to their convictions to the very end of their lives.
Perhaps the greatest disappointment to come to Fenelon and Guyon was
the death of the king's grandson in 1712. They had hoped this young man
would succeed Louis XIV and bring to France a real witness of Jesus Christ
and perhaps, they dreamed, that he might play a major role in the reformation of the Catholic Church. The young Duc's death was, in fact, a moment
of sadness that stilled the hopes of an entire nation.
Two years later Fenelon suffered another keen loss. Fenelon’s friend, the
Due de Beauvilliers, died in 1714. Fenelon was broken hearted, not realizing that he himself had only four more months to live for, by that time,
Fenelon's own health had broken.
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In November of 1714, while crossing a bridge, one of the horses pulling his
carriage shied ... the carriage overturned and Fenelon was injured. He
came down with fever on January 1, 1715. By the end of the week, on
January 7 at 5:15 in the morning, Fenelon passed away at the age of 63.
Two years later Madame Guyon, who was two years older than he, also
died. An epoch in French history had ended. A high water mark in Christian
devotion and in experiential faith was over. But as I have said before, their
influence seems to have a disconcerting way of rising from the dead from
time to time. Perhaps one day it shall do so yet again.
The paragraphs marked with * were taken from material graciously
provided by Jan Noordman of the Pedagogy Department at the Catholic
University of Nijmegen in the Netherlands. The rest of this biography was
taken from Fenelon's Spiritual Letters © 1982 by Christian Books Publishing
House Box 959, Gardiner, Maine 04345, U.S.A.

Fenelon’s Writings
Talking with God, Brewster, MA: Paraclete Press, 1997
The Seeking Heart, Jacksonville, FL: Christian Books Publishing House,
1992
Let Go, New Kingston, PA: Whitaker House, 1973
Meditations On The Heart Of God, Brewster, MA: Paraclete Press, 1997
The Royal Way Of The Cross, Brewster, MA: Paraclete Press, 1982
Search www.amazon.com for more books by Fenelon.
You can access some writings of Fenelon in the
Christian Classics Ethereal Library at Calvin College.
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