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Introduction
‘David Brainerd.’ As a brand new follower of Jesus I heard his name come
off the lips of my first spiritual mentor, Ray Friedl. Ray would speak with
such tenderness and passion about Brainerd's writings and relationship with
God that they inspired me to want to cultivate such devotion and focus.
Twenty-five years later I found myself strangely drawn to this twenty-nine
year old missionary's words and writings again.
Here are a few reasons why:
1. Brainerd was a missional leader who spent his life striving to be in the
center of God's great cause.
2. Brainerd's life is an example of a man whose heart was swallowed up
with the Glory of God.
3. Brainerd was a real and raw leader whose authenticity refreshes the
heart of any warrior in God's service.
4. Brainerd was a man who moved from harshness to tremendous
compassion for the needy souls around him.
Richard Hesler in his book, Journey With David Brainerd writes: "The reader
is invited to begin a journey with David Brainerd. The journey is to be
traveled on two levels: one is internal, the way of mysticism; the other is
external, the way of mission."
My prayer is that through this journey that God will inspire and raise up a
new generation of missional mystics who are swallowed up with the Glory
of God. Who will approach their missional work with the same courage,
tenacity and care as this leader who never saw his 30th birthday.
"Remain in me, and I will remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself;
it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in
me. "I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in
him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing."
John 15:4-5 NIV
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1. Increased Burden
One of the ways missional leaders increase their burden for the world
around them is through the intentional practice of fasting and prayer.
Brainerd's testimony rings true in my heart...may it also ring true in yours.

Brainerd's Thoughts on Increased Burden:
I set apart this day for fasting and prayer to God for his grace; especially to
prepare me for the work of the ministry; to give me divine aid and
direction, in my preparations for that great work, and in his own time to send
me into his harvest. Accordingly, in the morning, I endeavored to plead for
the divine presence for the day, and not without some life. In the forenoon,
I felt the power of intercession for precious, immortal souls; for the advancement of the kingdom of my dear Lord and Saviour in the world; and
withal, a most sweet resignation, and even consolation and joy, in the
thoughts of suffering hardships, distresses, and even death itself, in the
promotion of it; and had peculiar enlargement in pleading for the
enlightening and conversion of the poor Heathen. In the afternoon, God
was with me of a truth. O, it was blessed company indeed! God enabled me
so to agonize in prayer, that I was quite wet with perspiration, though in
the shade, and the cool wind. My soul was drawn out very much from the
world, for multitudes of souls...Oh that I may always live to and upon my
blessed God! Amen, Amen.

God's Word on A Fresh Vision:
"O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to
you, how often I have longed to gather your children together, as a hen
gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing!"
Luke 13:34 NIV
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2. Seeking What Matters
As a leader, so much of our time is spent on serving and pleasing those
around us. And yet, at the root of all of this is a desire to be shaped and
molded by the God we serve. Brainerd's words today push us to seek what
ultimately matters.

Brainerd's Thoughts on Seeking What Matters:
I withdrew to my usual place of retirement, in great peace and tranquility;
spent about two hours in secret duties, and felt much as I did yesterday
morning, only weaker, and more overcome. I seemed to depend wholly on
my dear Lord; wholly weaned from all other dependences. I knew not what
to say to my God, but only lean on his bosom, as it were, and breathe out
my desires after a perfect conformity to him in all things. Thirsting desires
and insatiable longings, possessed my soul after perfect holiness. God was
so precious to my soul, that the world, with all its enjoyments, was infinitely vile. I had no more value for the favour of men, than for pebbles. The
Lord was my ALL, and that he over-ruled all, greatly delighted me...O that
God would purge away my dross, and take away my sin, and make me ten
times refined!

God's Word on Seeking What Matters:
"Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious
thoughts. See if there is any offensive way in me, and lead me in the way
everlasting." Psalm 139:23-24 NIV
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3. God’s Power
God's Power: As leaders, we all long to sense that God is with us and working through us. When we have those moments where we experience the
fire of God warming our spirits and igniting the souls around us it is nothing
less than glorious. Brainerd shares one of those experiences with us today.
Brainerd's Thoughts:
Went to the Indians, and discourse to them near an hour without any power
to come close to their hearts. But at last, I felt some fervency, and God
helped me speak with warmth. My Interpreter also was amazingly assisted;
and I doubt not but that 'the Spirit of God was upon him;' and though I had
had no reason to think he had any true and saving grace, but was only under conviction of his lost state; and presently upon this most of the grown
persons were much affected, and the tears ran down their cheeks. One old
man, I suppose an hundred years old, was so much affected, that he wept
and seemed convinced of the importance of what I taught him. I staid with
them a considerable time, exhorting and directing them; and came away,
lifting up my heart to God in prayer and praise, and encouraged and exhorted my Interpreter to 'strive to enter at the strait gate,' Came home,
and spent most of the evening in prayer and thanksgiving; and found myself much enlarged and quickened. Was greatly concerned, that the Lord's
work which seemed to be begun, might be carried on with power, to the
conversion of poor souls, and the glory of divine grace.
God's Word:
"For this reason I kneel before the Father, from whom his whole family in
heaven and on earth derives its name. I pray that out of his glorious riches
he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, so
that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may have power, together with all the
saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ,
and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to
the measure of all the fullness of God." Eph. 3:14-19 NIV
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4. Intercession
Intercession: The pouring out of our souls for those God has put under our
charge and care. All of us long to have those moments of empowered
intercession, which in a mystical way, infuses our hearts with a heavenly
confidence.
Brainerd's Thoughts:
Spent a great part of the day in prayer to God for the outpouring of his
Spirit on my poor people; as also to bless his name for awakening my
Interpreter and some others, and giving us some tokens of his presence
yesterday. And blessed be God, I had much freedom, five or six times in
the day, in prayer and praise, and felt a weighty concern upon my spirit for
the salvation of those precious souls, and the enlargement of the
Redeemer's kingdom among them. My soul hoped in God for some success
in my ministry: and blessed be his name for so much hope.
God's Word:
"I urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for everyone—for kings and all those in authority, that we
may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness."
I Timothy 2:1-2 NIV
"I want men everywhere to lift up holy hands in prayer, without anger or
disputing." I Timothy 2:8 NIV
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5. Renewed Hope
Renewed Hope: As leaders our hearts can be filled with sadness, fear and
discouragement from time to time. Yet, when those mystical moments
occur...when God fills our Spirits with a fresh sense of heaven, it increases
our determination and resolve to push on in our mission. Brainerd shares
such an experience with us today.
Brainerd's Thoughts:
In the morning, God was pleased to remove that gloom which has of late
oppressed my mind, and gave me freedom and sweetness in prayer. I was
encouraged, strengthened, and enabled to plead for grace for myself, and
mercy for my poor Indians; and was sweetly assisted in my intercessions
with God for others. Blessed be his holy name for ever and ever. Amen, and
Amen. Those things that of late appeared most difficult and almost
impossible, now appeared not only possible, but easy. My soul was much
delighted to continue instant in prayer, at this blessed season, that I had no
desire for my necessary food: even dreaded leaving off praying at all, lest I
should lose this spirituality, and this blessed thankfulness to God which I
then felt.
God's Word:
"Find rest, O my soul, in God alone; my hope comes from him. He alone is
my rock and my salvation; he is my fortress, I will not be shaken."
Psalms 62:5-6 NIV
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6. Longing for Holiness
Longing for Holiness: Seeing the darkness in our own souls can be a
humbling experience that pushes us to seek God's sanctifying work in our
hearts. It creates a thirst that is unquenchable and overwhelming. Our
missional mystic opens his heart to us revealing his longing to be Holy.
Brainerd's Thoughts:
In times past, he has given me inexpressible sweetness in the performance
of duty. Frequently my soul has enjoyed much of God;...But of late, God
has been pleased to keep my soul hungry, almost continually; so that I
have been filled with a kind of pleasing pain. When I really enjoy God, I feel
my desires of him the more insatiable, and my thirstings after holiness the
more unquenchable; and the Lord will not allow me to feel as though I were
fully supplied and satisfied, but keeps me still reaching forward. I feel
barren and empty, as though I could not live, without more of God; I feel
ashamed and guilty before him. I see that 'the law is spiritual, but I am
carnal,' I do not, I cannot live to God. Oh for holiness: Oh for more of God
in my soul! Oh this pleasing pain! It makes my soul press after God; the
language of it is 'Then shall I be satisfied, when I awake in God's likeness,'
but never, never before: and consequently, I am engaged to 'press towards
the mark,' day by day. Oh that I may feel this continual hunger, and not be
retarded, but rather animated by every cluster from Canaan, to reach
forward in the narrow way, for the full enjoyment and possession of the
heavenly inheritance! Oh that I may never loiter in my heavenly journey!
God's Word:
"Therefore, prepare your minds for action; be self-controlled; set your hope
fully on the grace to be given you when Jesus Christ is revealed. As
obedient children, do not conform to the evil desires you had when you
lived in ignorance. But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all
you do; for it is written: 'Be holy, because I am holy.'" I Peter 1:13-16 NIV
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7. Raw Spirituality
As leaders we face all kinds of internal struggles. Struggles that only God
hears. Struggles with our flesh, with our pride, with our fears and struggles
with our own short-comings. Brainerd gives us a window into his struggles,
which I am sure, we can all identify with on some level.
Brainerd's Thoughts:
In the morning, was perplexed with wandering vain thoughts; was much
grieved, judged and condemned myself before God. O how miserable did I
feel, because I could not live to God! At ten, rode away with a heavy heart,
to preach to my Indians. Upon the road I attempted to lift up my heart to
God; but was infested with an unsettled wandering frame of mind; and was
exceeding restless and perplexed, and filled with shame and confusion
before God. I seemed to myself to be 'more brutish than any man;' and
though none deserved to be 'cast out of God's presence' so much as I. If I
attempted to lift up my heart to God, as I frequently did by the way, on a
sudden, before I was aware, my thoughts were wandering 'to the ends of
the earth;' and my soul was filled with surprise and anxiety, to find it
thus...after I came to the Indians, my mind was confused; and I felt
nothing sensibly of that sweet reliance of God, with which my soul has been
comforted in days past. Spent the forenoon in this posture of mind, and
preached to the Indians without any heart. In the afternoon, I felt still
barren, when I began to preach, and for about half an hour. I seemed to
myself to know nothing, and to have nothing to say to the Indians; but
soon after, I found in myself a spirit of love, and warmth, and power, to
address the poor Indians; and God helped me to plead with them, to turn
from all the vanities of the Heathen, to the living God.
God's Word:
"We know that the law is spiritual; but I am unspiritual, sold as a slave to
sin. I do not understand what I do. For what I want to do I do not do, but
what I hate I do. And if I do what I do not want to do, I agree that the law
is good. As it is, it is no longer I myself who do it, but it is sin living in me. I
know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my sinful nature. For I have
the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out. For what I do is not
the good I want to do; no, the evil I do not want to do—this I keep on
doing. Now if I do what I do not want to do, it is no longer I who do it, but
it is sin living in me that does it." Romans 7:14-20 NIV

© 2009 Gary Rohrmayer

www.yourjourney.org

11

8. Able to Serve
There are times as followers that we see the ugliness of our sins, we smell
the stench of our self-centered nature and we grieve our disobedience. In
these holy moments, we feel unable to serve and cry out for cleansing, renewal and sanctification. What joy there is when God answers our petitions, grips our heart and reminds us that we are able to serve because of
his work in our hearts. Brainerd shares one of these moments with us today.
Brainerd's Thoughts:
Awoke this morning in the fear of God: soon called to mind my sadness in
the evening past; and spent my first waking minutes in prayer for
sanctification, that my soul may be washed from its exceeding pollution and
defilement. After I arose, I spent some time in reading God's word and in
prayer. I cried to God under a sense of my great indigence...Last year, I
longed to be prepared for a world of glory, and speedily to depart out of
this world; but of late all my concern almost is for the conversion of the
Heathen; and for that end I long to live. But blessed be God, I have less
desire to live for any of the pleasures of the world, that I ever had. I long
and love to be a pilgrim; and want more grace to imitate the life, labours
and sufferings of St. Paul among the Heathen. And when I long for holiness
now, it is not so much for myself as formerly; but rather that thereby I may
become an 'able minister of the New-Testament.
God's Word:
"What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body of
death?" Romans 7:24 NIV
"Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus." Romans 8:1 NIV
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9. Loneliness
I once heard a mega church pastor say, "The spot I am standing in right
now is the loneliest place in this church." To be surrounded by throngs of
people and yet feel disconnected and lonely is not so unusual for leaders. It is a unique pain which Brainerd describes in his journal.
Brainerd's Thoughts
My circumstances are such, that I have no comfort of any kind, but what I
have in God. I live in the most lonesome wilderness; have but one single
person to converse with that can speak English. Most of talk I hear, is either Highland Scotch, or Indian. I have no fellow-Christian to whom I
may...lay open my spiritual sorrows; with whom I may take sweet counsel
in conversation about heavenly things, and join in social prayer. I live
poorly with regard to the comforts of life; most of my diet consists of boiled
corn, hasty-pudding, & c. I lodge on a bundle of straw, my labour
is...extremely difficult, and I have little appearance of success, to comfort
me. the Indians have no land to live on, but what the Dutch people lay
claim to; and these threaten to drive them off. They have no regard to the
souls of the poor Indians; and by what I can learn, they hate me because I
icome to preach to them. but that which makes all my difficulties grievous
to nbe borne, is, that God hides his face from me.
God's Word:
“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Why are you so far from
saving me, so far from the words of my groaning? O my God, I cry out by
day, but you do not answer, by night, and am not silent.”
Psalm 22:1-2 NIV

© 2009 Gary Rohrmayer

www.yourjourney.org

13

10. Physical Fatigue
As I write these words "physical fatigue" I feel the energy being zapped
from my body. Spending our lives in the work of the gospel is honorable,
but always feeling spent is frustrating. Brainerd's words ring true all too often in my life!
Brainerd's Thoughts
Though very weak, I visited and preached to the poor Indians twice, and
was strengthened vastly beyond my expectations. Indeed, the Lord gave
me some freedom and fervency in addressing them; though I had not
strength enough to stand, but was obliged to sit down the whole time. Towards night, was extremely weak, faint, sick, and full of pain. I have continued much in the same state I was in last week, though most of this, (it
being now Friday,) unable to engage in any business; frequently unable to
pray in the family. I am obliged to let all my thoughts and concerns run at
random; for I have not strength to read, meditate, or pray; and this naturally perplexes my mind.
God's Word
"Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.
Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in
heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my
burden is light." Matthew 11:28-30 NIV
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11. Emotional Fatigue
Staying in a state of physical fatigue will always lead to the numbness of
emotional fatigue. Increased irritability. Loss of patience. Being easily diverted by the trifles of this world. Allowing the wheels of time to spin out of
control. Brainerd's raw confession is refreshing!
Brainerd's Thoughts:
I seem to myself like a man that has all his estate embarked in one small
boat, unhappily going adrift down a swift torrent. The poor owner stands
on the shore, and looks, and lamnets his loss--But alas! though my all
seems to be adrift, and I stand and see it, I dare not lament; for this sinks
my spirits more, and aggravates my bodily disorders! I am forced
therefore to divert myself with trifles; although at the same time I am
afraid, and often feel as I was guilty of the misimprovement of time. And
oftentimes my conscience is so exercised, with this miserable way of
spending time, that I have no peace; though I have no strength of mind or
body to improve it to better purpose. Oh that God would pity my distressed
state!
God's Word:
"Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for
the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down
at the right hand of the throne of God. Consider him who endured such
opposition from sinful men, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.
Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for
the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down
at the right hand of the throne of God. Consider him who endured such opposition from sinful men, so that you will not grow weary and lose
heart." Hebrews 12:2-3 (NIV)
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12. Dark Night of the Soul
John of the Cross, a Spanish mystic, is attributed as one who first coined
the phrase "dark night of the soul." Many have defined it as a season of
spiritual dryness and disconnection from God while in the midst of ministry. What I like to call it is a prolonged season of spiritual numbness. A
time filled with prayer, study and service but with little effect on your soul
or on the mission that God has called you to.
And yet, as many a missional mystic can testify, this "dark night" is often a
prelude to a "new day." A season of blessing and spiritual empowerment. A season when your relationship with God grows to a new level and
you experience the advancement of God in a way that is beyond your
imagination.
For Brainerd, his "dark night" was in the woods ministering to the Indians
with no results for a year. For me, my "dark night" was the first two years
of our church plant and the first two years of launching this new movement
of churches. Over the next few chapters we are going to peek into the soul
of David Brainerd and see how he handled his "dark night."
God's Word:
"My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Why are you so far from
saving me, so far from the words of my groaning? O my God, I cry out by
day, but you do not answer, by night, and am not silent. Yet you are
enthroned as the Holy One; you are the praise of Israel. In you our fathers
put their trust; they trusted and you delivered them. They cried to you and
were saved; in you they trusted and were not disappointed.”
Psalm 22:1-5 NIV
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13. Physical Distress
There are seasons of prolonged physical pain that bring about emotional
distress and spiritual distractions. During these times of darkness we are
reminded that this world is not our home and that this body is just a
temporary shell. Brainerd shares with us as he wrestles through this issue.
Brainerd's Thoughts:
Had thoughts of going forward on my journey to my Indians; but towards
night was taken with a hard pain in my teeth, and shivering cold; and could
not possibly recover a comfortable degree of warmth the whole night following. I continued very full of pain all night; and in the morning had a very
hard fever, and pains almost over my whole body. I had a sense of the divine goodness in appointing this to be the place of my sickness, among my
friends who were very kind to me...Here, I saw, was mercy in the midst of
affliction. I continued, thus, mostly confined to my bed, till Friday night;
very full of pain most of the time; but through divine goodness, not afraid
of death. Then the extreme folly of those appeared to me, who put off their
turning to God till a sick bed. Surely this is not a time proper to prepare for
eternity.
God's Word:
"To keep me from becoming conceited because of these surpassingly great
revelations, there was given me a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan,
to torment me. Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from
me. But he said to me, 'My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made
perfect in weakness.' Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my
weaknesses, so that Christ's power may rest on me. That is why, for
Christ's sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in
persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong. I have
made a fool of myself, but you drove me to it. I ought to have been
commended by you, for I am not in the least inferior to the 'superapostles,' even though I am nothing. The things that mark an apostle—
signs, wonders and miracles—were done among you with great
perseverance." II Cor. 12:7-12 NIV
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14. Lack of Success
Every leader faces seasons of ineffectiveness. During these times questions
and doubts fill our minds. They press in on us to the point that we feel
cornered with no way out. At other times, these doubts and questions feel
like a weight us holding and dragging us down into a deep hole. Today,
Brainerd teaches how to move through the gloom of ineffectiveness.
Brainerd's Thoughts
Was somewhat better in health than of late; and was able to spend a
considerable part of the day in prayer and close study. Had more freedom
and fervency in prayer than usual of late; especially longed for the presence
of God in my work. And in evening prayer my faith and hope in God were
much raised. To an aye of reason every thing that respects the conversion
of the Heathen is as dark as midnight; and yet I cannot but hope in God for
the accomplishment of something glorious among them. My soul longed
much for the advancement of the Redeemer's kingdom on earth.
God's Word
“I am still confident of this: I will see the goodness of the LORD in the land
of the living. Wait for the LORD; be strong and take heart and wait for the
LORD.” Psalm 27:13-14
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15. The Dread of Disconnection
One of the symptoms of this "Dark Night of the Soul" is a deep feeling that
God has abandoned you in the midst of your ministry and has removed His
favor, goodness and grace from your life. Today our missional mystic
expresses, in raw terms, the dispair and anguish of one of these moments.
Brainerd's Thoughts:
My spiritual conflicts today were unspeakably dreadful, heavier than the
mountains and over-flowing floods. I seemed in-closed, as it were, in hell
itself; I was deprived of all sense of God, even of the being of a God; and
this was my misery...This taught me the absolute dependence of a creature
upon God the Creator, for every crumb of happiness it enjoys. Oh I feel
that, if there is no God, though I might live for ever here, and enjoy not
only this, but all other worlds, I should be ten thousand times more
miserable than a reptile. My soul was in such anguish I could not eat; but
felt as I suppose a poor wretch would that is just going to the place of
execution.
O my soul, what death it is, to have the affections unable to centre in God,
by reason of darkness, and consequent roving after that satisfaction elsewhere, that is only to be found here!
God's Word:
“As the deer pants for streams of water, so my soul pants for you, O God.
My soul thirsts for God, for the living God. When can I go and meet with
God? My tears have been my food day and night, while men say to me all
day long, ‘Where is your God?’ These things I remember as I pour out my
soul: how I used to go with the multitude, leading the procession to the
house of God, with shouts of joy and thanksgiving among the festive
throng. Why are you downcast, O my soul? Why so disturbed within me?
Put your hope in God, for I will yet praise him, my Savior and my God.”
Psalm 42:1-5 NIV
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16. The Anguish of a Dull Soul
There was an old rock song that spoke about being "comfortably numb"
which spoke to the issue of drug use and escapism. But for the believer,
the servant, there is no comfort in being spiritually numb...only deep
anguish, mentally, emotionally and spiritually. Brainerd, in a real moment,
cries out to be rescued from this pain.
Brainerd's Thoughts:
Was sensible of my barrenness and decays in the things of God: my soul
failed when I remembered the fervency which I had enjoyed at the throne
of grace. O, I thought, if I could but be spiritual, warm, heavenly-minded,
and affectionately breathing after God, this would be better than life to me!
My soul longed exceedingly for death, to be loosed from this dullness and
barrenness, and made for ever active in the service of God. I seemed to
live for nothing, and to do no good: and O, the burden of such a life! O
death, death, my kind friend, hasten, and deliver me from dull mortality,
and make me spiritual and vigorous to eternity!
God's Word:
“You come to the help of those who gladly do right, who remember your
ways. But when we continued to sin against them, you were angry. How
then can we be saved? All of us have become like one who is unclean, and
all our righteous acts are like filthy rags; we all shrivel up like a leaf, and
like the wind our sins sweep us away. No one calls on your name or strives
to lay hold of you; for you have hidden your face from us and made us
waste away because of our sins. Yet, O LORD, you are our Father. We are
the clay, you are the potter; we are all the work of your hand.”
Isaiah 64:5-8 NIV
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17. Staying the Course
In every leader's life there is always the temptation to quit. I have had
enough of these problems and people. I am tired of their resistance. I'm
fed up with the little progress we are making. Yet, through all these
frustrations leaders, skilled leaders, know how to push through the quitting
points. They have learned how to replace their feelings with faith and
courage. Sometimes that faith and courage comes simply out of a sense of
duty and calling which allows them to keep moving forward even if it is one
step at a time. Today, our 28 year old missional mystic, David Brainerd,
offers profound insights into this area.
Brainerd's Thoughts:
In this frame of mind I first visited these Indians at Crossweeksung;
apprehending that it was my indispensable duty, seeing I had heard there
was a number in these parts, to make some attempts for their conversion
to God, though I cannot say, I had any hope of success, my spirits being
now so extremely sunk. I do not know that my hopes respecting the
conversion of the Indians were ever reduced to so low an ebb, since I had
any special concern for them, at this time. Yet this was the very season in
which God saw fit to begin this glorious work! Thus he 'ordained strength
out of weakness,' by making bare his almighty arm at a time when all
hopes and human probabilities most evidently appeared to fail. Whence I
learn, that it is good to follow the path of duty, though in the midst of
darkness and discouragement.
God's Word:
“Do you see what this means—all these pioneers who blazed the way, all
these veterans cheering us on? It means we'd better get on with it. Strip
down, start running—and never quit! No extra spiritual fat, no parasitic
sins. Keep your eyes on Jesus, who both began and finished this race we're
in. Study how he did it. Because he never lost sight of where he was
headed—that exhilarating finish in and with God—he could put up with
anything along the way: Cross, shame, whatever. And now he's there, in
the place of honor, right alongside God. When you find yourselves flagging
in your faith, go over that story again, item by item, that long litany of
hostility he plowed through. That will shoot adrenaline into your souls!”
Hebrews 12:1-3 The Message
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18. Spiritual Breakthrough
Every leader longs for, prays for, and desires to see God show up in their
labors. To see heaven open up and awaken the soul is thrilling, but to see
heaven bend down and descend up an entire community...earthshaking. As
our missional mystic shares his breakthrough moment with us today, may
your heart be seized by the possibilities of God showing up in your labors.
Brainerd's Thoughts:
Old men and women, who had been drunken wretches for many years, and
some little children, not more than six or seven years of age, appeared in
distress for their souls, as well as persons of middle age...A principal man
among the Indians, who before was the most secure and self-righteous,
and thought his state good, because he knew more than the generality of
the Indians had formerly done; and who with a great degree of confidence
the day before told me 'he had been a Christian more than ten years;' was
now brought under solemn concern for his soul, and wept bitterly. Another
man advanced in years, who had been a murderer, a pawaw or conjurer,
and a notorious drunkard, was likewise brought now to cry for mercy with
many tears, and to complain much that he could be no more concerned
when he saw his dangers so very great.
They were almost universally praying and crying for mercy in every part of
the house, and many out of doors; and numbers could neither go nor
stand. Their concern was so great, each one for himself, that none seemed
to take notice of those about them, but each prayed freely for himself...for I
must say I never saw any day like it, in all respects: it was a day wherein I
am persuaded the Lord did much to destroy the kingdom of darkness
among this people.
God's Word:
“And I will pour out on the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem
a spirit of grace and supplication. They will look on me, the one they have
pierced, and they will mourn for him as one mourns for an only child, and
grieve bitterly for him as one grieves for a firstborn son.”
Zechariah 12:10 NIV
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19. The Power of Love
Love so amazing so divine. As a missional leader I have seen God's love
open many tired souls. I remember one young man that all he wanted to do
was argue with me. After seeing through his charade I opened my Bible and
said, "God wants to say this to you today." The young man grabbed my
Bible and began reading Matthew 11:28. He began weeping uncontrollably
as he was gripped by the power of God's loving invitation. Brainerd shares
with us today a similar experience .
Brainerd's Thoughts:
In the morning I discoursed to the Indians at the house where we
lodged. Many of them were much affected, and appeared surprisingly tender; so that a few words about the concerns of their souls would cause the
tears to flow freely, and produce many sobs and groans. In the afternoon,
they being returned to the place where I had usually preached among
them, I again discoursed to them. There were about fifty-five persons in
all; about forty that were capable of attending Divine service with understanding. I insisted on 1John, 4th, 10th. 'Herein is love.' They seemed eager of hearing; but there appeared nothing very remarkable, except their
attention, till near the close of my discourse; and then Divine truths were
attended with a surprising influence, and produced a great concern among
them. There were scarcely three in forty who could refrain from tears and
bitter cries. They all as one seemed in agony of soul to obtain an interest
in Christ; and the more I discoursed of the love and compassion of God in
sending his Son to suffer for the sins of men; and the more I invited them
to come and partake of his love; the more their distress was aggravated,
because they felt themselves unable to come. It was surprising to see how
their hearts seemed to be pierced with the tender and melting invitations of
the gospel, when there was not a word of terror spoken to them.
This great awaking, this surprising concern, was never excited by any harangues of terror, but always appeared most remarkable when I insisted
upon the compassion of a dying Saviour, the plentiful provisions of the gospel, and the free offers of divine grace, to needy, distressed sinners.
God's Word:
"Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you
rest." Matthew 11:28 NIV
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20. Persevering Prayer
How many times have you as a leader wanted to just give up? Yet, in the
back of your mind and in the recesses of your soul you know that God's
blessing and favor are right around the corner to provide a way for your
ministry to go to the next level. So you push on...you persevere, knowing
God has not abandoned you. Then it happens...God shows up in some
miraculous way that can only be explained as an answer to prayer of God's
people. Today David Brainerd shares one of these moments as he sees
God establish a church among the Indians of New Jersey.
Brainerd's Thoughts:
As God has continued and renewed the showers of his grace among this
people for some time; so he has with uncommon quickness set up his
visible kingdom, and gathered himself a church in the midst of them. I
have now baptized since the conclusion of my last Journal, (or the First
Part,) thirty persons, fifteen adults and fifteen children. Which added to the
number there mentioned, makes seventy-seven persons; whereof
thirty-eight are adults, and thirty-nine children; and all within the space of
eleven months past.
There has been a wonderful thirst after Christian knowledge prevailing
among them in general, and an eager desire of being instructed in Christian
doctrines and manners. This has prompted them to ask many pertinent as
well as important questions; the answers to which have tended much to
enlighten their minds, and promote their knowledge in divine things.
They have likewise queried with me, respecting a proper method, as well as
proper matter, of prayer, and expressions suitable to be used in that
religious exercise; and have taken pains in order to the performance of this
duty with understanding. They have likewise taken pains, and appeared
remarkably apt in learning to sing Psalm-tunes, and are now able to sing
with a good degree of decency in the worship of God.
God's Word:
"See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I
am making a way in the desert and streams in the wasteland."
Isaiah 43:19 NIV
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21. Joy and Thankfulness
One of the rewards leaders experience for pushing through their quitting
points is the personal joy and delight of seeing the fruit of their labor. Read
Brainerd's thoughts today as the pages burst with joy and thankfulness!
Brainerd's Thoughts:
I know of no assembly of Christians, where there seems to be so much of
the presence of God, where brotherly love so much prevails, and where I
should take so much delight in the public worship of God in general, as in
my own congregation.
O, what a sweet and blessed season was this! God himself, I am persuaded, was in the midst of his people, attending on his own ordinance. I
doubt not but many, in the conclusion of the day, could say with their whole
hearts, "Verily, a day thus spent in God's house, is better than a thousand
elsewhere." The sweet union, harmony and endearing love and tenderness
subsisting among them was, I thought, the most lively emblem of the heavenly world, which I had ever seen.
But, blessed be God! I enjoyed liberty in prayer for my dear flock, and was
enabled to pour out my soul into the bosom of a tender Father. My heart
within me was melted, when I came to plead for my dear people and for the
kingdom of Christ in general. Oh, how sweet was this evening to my soul!
God's Word:
“I have no greater joy than to hear that my children are walking in the
truth.” III John vs.4 NIV
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22. Finishing Well
For many months we have traveled together with our missional mystic,
David Brainerd. Through the heights of spiritual intimacy with God and the
depths of spiritual numbness and darkness. We have journeyed with him
through the frustration of fruitless ministry and the ecstasy of seeing God
work through him in establishing a new vibrant community of faith.
Now we will get a glimpse into his life as he walks through the doors of
eternity and into the arms of His Savoir and Maker. For on October 9th,
1747 at the age of 29, our missional mystic succumbs to the disease of
tuberculosis.
Here are a few lessons that we will glean from over the next few weeks.
1. Composure can be found in the midst of pain.
2. The church of God is the work of God.
3. Consistent devotion will lead to constant surprises of God's presence and
power.
4. The cause of God is more precious than the sacrifice given.
5. A life spent with God here on earth is simply a continuum of life spent
with God in Eternity.
Brainerd, on his deathbed, wrote...
I have a secret thought, from some things I have observed, that God may
perhaps design you for some singular service in the world. Suffer me
therefore, finally, to intreat you earnestly to give yourself to prayer, to
reading and meditation on divine truths: strive to penetrate to the bottom
of them, and never be content with a superficial knowledge. By this means,
your thoughts will gradually grow weighty and judicious; and you hereby
will be possessed of a valuable treasure, out of which you may produce
'things new and old,' to the glory of God.
God’s Word
“

But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and saw the glory
of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. ‘Look,’ the said, ‘I see
heaven open and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.’ While
they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, ‘Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.’
Then he fell on his knees and cried out, ‘Lord, do not hold this sin against
them.’ When he had said this, he fell asleep.” Acts 7:55-57; 59-60 NIV
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23. Composure
One definition for composure is "a steadiness of mind under stress." I find
that the times I am least composed are those times of physical fatigue and
emotional weariness. It is in those times I have disciplined myself not to
make any critical decisions about my future or someone else's future. In
light of the great physical pain our missional mystic was experiencing, he
found a steadiness of mind in the sovereignty of God.
Brainerd's Thoughts:
Spent this day, as well as the whole week past, under a great degree of
bodily weakness, exercised with a violent cough, and a considerable
fever. I had no appetite for any kind of food; and frequently brought up
what I ate, as soon as it was down; oftentimes had little rest in my bed,
owing to pains in my breast and back. I was able, however, to ride over to
my people, about two miles, every day, and take some care of those who
were then at work upon a small house for me to reside in among the
Indians. I was sometimes scarce able to walk, and never able to sit up the
whole day, through the week. Was calm and composed, and but little
exercised with melancholy, as in former seasons of weakness. Whether I
should ever recover or no, seemed very doubtful; but this was many times
a comfort to me, that life and death id not depend upon my choice. I was
pleased to think, that He who is infinitely wise, had the determination of
this matter; and that I had no trouble to consider and weigh things upon all
sides, in order to make the choice, whether I should live or die. Thus my
time was consumed; I had little strength to pray, none to write or read, and
scarce any to meditate; but through divine goodness, I could with great
composure look death in the face, and frequently with sensible joy. O how
blessed it is, to be habitually prepared for death! The Lord grant, that I
may be actually ready also!
God's Word:
"My heart is not proud, O LORD, my eyes are not haughty; I do not concern
myself with great matters or things too wonderful for me. But I have stilled
and quieted my soul; like a weaned child with its mother, like a weaned
child is my soul within me." Psalm 131:1-2 NIV
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24. Leaving Well
It is hard to understand why the majority of pastors and Christian leaders
experience terrible departures in their ministries. Our missional mystic, the
twenty-eight year old David Brainerd, understood the art of leaving
well. 1.) He knew when the end was near, that point when he could no
longer be effective in his service to God's church. 2.) He left by offering a
personal touch to those he was parting company with, they were friends,
not simply congregates. Enjoy his reflections on leaving the church God
allowed him to start.
Brainerd's Thoughts:
Before I left my people, I visited them all in their respective houses, and
discoursed to each one, as I thought most proper a suitable for their
circumstances, and found great freedom and assistance in so doing. I
scarcely left one house but some were in tears; and many were not only
affected with my being about to leave them, but with the solemn addresses
I made them upon divine things; for I was helped to be fervent in spirit,
while I discoursed to them. When I had thus gone through my
congregation, which took me most of the day, and had taken leave of them,
and of the school, I left home, and rode about two miles to the house
where I lived in the summer past and there lodged. Was refreshed, this
evening, because I had left my congregation so well-disposed and affected,
and had been so much assisted in making my farewell addresses to them.
On Friday morning, I rose early, walked about among my people, and
enquired into their state and concerns. About ten o'clock, I called my
people together, and after having explained and sung a psalm, I prayed
with them. There was a considerable deal of affection among them; I doubt
not, in some instances, that which was more merely natural.
God's Word:
"In everything I did, I showed you that by this kind of hard work we must
help the weak, remembering the words the Lord Jesus himself said: 'It is
more blessed to give than to receive.' When he had said this, he knelt down
with all of them and prayed. They all wept as they embraced him and
kissed him." Acts 20:35-37 NIV
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25. Surprises of Grace
All of us, within the midst of our time alone with God, have experienced
what I call, "the surprises of grace." Those moments when the greatness
and goodness of God overwhelms and refreshes our souls. Today, Brainerd
shares one of these moments on the day of his birthday, his 29th.
Brainerd's Thoughts:
This day, April 20, 1747, I arrived at the age of twenty-nine years.
I set out on my journey for New-England, in order (if it might be the will of
God) to recover my health by riding. Towards noon, I saw, that the grace
of God in Christ, is infinitely free towards sinners, and such sinners as I
was. I also saw, that God is the supreme good, that in his presence is life;
and I began to long to die, that I might be with him, in a state of freedom
from all sin. O how a small glimpse of his excellency refreshed my soul! O
how worthy is the blessed God to be loved, adored, and delighted in, for
himself, for his own divine excellencies!
Though I felt much dullness, and want of a spirit of prayer, this week; yet I
had some glimpses of the excellency of divine things; and especially one
morning, in secret meditation and prayer the excellency and beauty of
holiness as a likeness to the glorious God, was so discovered to me, that I
began to long earnestly to be in that world where holiness dwells in
perfection. I seemed to long for this perfect holiness, not so much for the
sake of my own happiness, although I saw clearly that this was the
greatest, yea, the only happiness of the soul, as that I might please God,
live entirely to him, and glorify him to the utmost stretch of my rational
powers and capacities.
God's Word:
"God-of-the-Angel-Armies said, "They're mine, all mine. They'll get special
treatment when I go into action. I treat them with the same consideration
and kindness that parents give the child who honors them. Once more
you'll see the difference it makes between being a person who does the
right thing and one who doesn't, between serving God and not serving
him." Malachi 3:17 The Message
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26. Missional to the End
There have been far too many times in my life that I have operated as one
who is on a "mission for God." Striving, laboring and working timelessly in
God's harvest field. God's desire for me is to operate as one who is on
"mission with Him." As our missional mystic comes to the end of his life,
he reminds us today that the mission is God's and not ours.
Brainerd's Thoughts:
In the preceding week, I enjoyed some comfortable seasons of meditation. One morning, the cause of God appeared exceedingly precious to
me. The Redeemer's kingdom is all that is valuable in the earth, and I
could not but long for the promotion of it in the world. I saw also, that this
cause is God's, that he has an infinitely greater regard and concern for it,
than I could possibly have; that if I have any true love to this blessed
interest it is only a drop derived from that ocean. Hence I was ready to 'lift
up my head with joy;' and conclude, 'Well, if God's cause be so dear and
precious to him, he will promote it.' Thus I did as it were, rest on God that
he would surely promote that which was so agreeable to his own will;
though the time when, must still be left to his sovereign pleasure.
God's Word:
"I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him,
he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing." John 15:5
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27. On the Verge of Eternity
So many times I catch my conversations simply focused on the temporal
things of life. It is only in times of crisis and in the face of death do I speak
of things eternal. One of the marks of a mystic is to ponder on the things
of eternity. David Brainerd read with care, his thoughts to his brother in
one of this last writings...
Brainerd's Thoughts:
It is on the verge of Eternity I now address you. I am heartily sorry, that I
have so little strength to write what I long so much to communicate to
you. But let me tell you, my brother, Eternity is another thing than we
ordinarily take it to be in a healthful state. O, how vast and boundless! O
how fixed and unalterable! O, of what infinite importance is it, that we be
prepared for Eternity! I have been just a dying, now for more than a week;
and all around me have thought me so. I have had clear views of Eternity;
have seen the blessedness of the godly, in some measure; and have longed
to share their happy state; as well as been comfortably satisfied, that
through grace, I shall do so. O, my brother, let me then beseech you now
to examine, whether you are indeed a new creature? whether you have
ever acted above self? whether the glory of God has ever been the
sweetest and highest concern with you? whether you have ever been
reconciled to all the perfections of God? in a word, whether God has been
your portion, and a holy conformity to him your chief delight? If you cannot
answer positively, consider seriously the frequent breathings of your soul;
but do not however put yourself off with a slight answer. If you have
reason to think you are graceless, O give yourself and the throne of grace
no rest, till God arise and save. But if the case should be otherwise, bless
God for his grace, and press after holiness.
My soul longs, that you should be fitted for, and in due time go into the
work of the ministry. I cannot bear to think of your going into any other
business in life. Do not be discouraged, because you see your elder
brothers in the ministry die early, one after another. I declare now I am
dying, I would not have spent my life otherwise for the whole world. But I
must leave this with God.
God's Word:
"Since you call on a Father who judges each man's work impartially, live
your lives as strangers here in reverent fear." I Peter 1:17 NIV
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28. Time
For leaders on the move time is a precious commodity. For those who are
suffering every moment; it is filled with anguish. Our missional mystic
speaks to the issue of time after being on his death bed for three weeks.
Brainerd's Thoughts:
How amazing it is, that the living who know they must die, should
notwithstanding, "put far away the evil," in a season of health and
prosperity; and live at such an awful distance from a familiarity with the
grave and the great concern beyond it! How rare are the instances of those
who live and act, from day to day; as on the verge of Eternity; striving to
fill up all their remaining moments in the service, and to the Honour of their
great
Master! We insensibly trifle away time, while we seem to have
enough if it; and are so strangely amused, as in a great measure to lose a
sense of the holiness and blessed qualifications necessary to prepare us to
be inhabitants of the heavenly paradise, But o, dear Sir, a dying bed, if we
enjoy our reason clearly, will give another view of things. I have now, for
more than three weeks, lain under the greatest degree of weakness; the
greater part of the time, expecting daily and hourly to enter in to the
eternal world: sometimes have been so far gone, as to be wholly
speechless, for some hours together. O of what vast importance has a hold
spiritual life appeared to me at this season! I have longed to call upon all
my friends, to make it their business to live to God; and especially all that
are designed for, or engaged in the service of the sanctuary. O dear Sir, do
not think it enough, to live at the rate of common Christians Alas, to how
little purpose do they often converse, when they meet together!
God's Word:
"Show me, O LORD, my life's end and the number of my days; let me know
how fleeting is my life. You have made my days a mere handbreadth; the
span of my years is as nothing before you. Each man's life is but a
breath. Selah" Psalm 39:4-5 NIV
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29. Thinking
William James said, "A great many of people think they are thinking when
they are really rearranging their prejudices." I find it amazing that
Brainerd, on his deathbed, makes an appeal to a friend to move beyond superficial thinking to transcendent thinking.
Brainerd's Thoughts:
I have a secret thought, from some things I have observed, that God may
perhaps design you for some singular service in the world. Suffer me
therefore, finally, to entreat you earnestly to give yourself to prayer, to
reading and meditation on divine truths: strive to penetrate to the bottom
of them, and never be content with a superficial knowledge. By this means,
your thoughts will gradually grow weighty and judicious; and you hereby
will be possessed of a valuable treasure, out of which you may produce
'things new and old,' to the glory of God."
God's Word:
"Therefore, holy brothers, who share in the heavenly calling, fix your
thoughts on Jesus, the apostle and high priest whom we confess."
Hebrews 3:1 NIV
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30. Endings
Over the last 30 days we have been gleaning the thoughts of our missional
mystic, David Brainerd, a twenty-something church planter whose words
were never supposed to be read by anyone beyond his family and acquaintances. Today we finish with the last words Brainerd ever penned. May
your heart be moved as mine was, to behold the glory of God.
Brainerd's Thoughts:
I endeavored again to do something by way of writing, but soon found my
powers of body and mind utterly fail. Felt not so sweetly, as when I was
able to do something which I hoped would do some good. In the evening
was discomposed and wholly delirious but it was not long before God was
pleased to give me some sleep, and fully composed my mind. O blessed be
God for his great goodness to me. He has, except those few minutes, given
me the clear exercise of my reason, and enabled me to labour much for him
in things both of a public and private nature; and perhaps to do more good,
that I should have done if I had been well; besides the comfortable influences of his blessed Spirit, with which he has been pleased to refresh my
soul. May his name have all the glory for ever and ever. Amen.
My soul was this day, at turns, sweetly set on God: I longed to be with him
that I might behold his glory. I felt sweetly disposed to commit all to him
even my dearest friends, my dearest flock, my absent brother, and all my
concerns for time and eternity. O that his kingdom might come in the
world; that they might all love and glorify him for what he is in himself; and
that the blessed Redeemer might see of the travail of his soul and be
satisfied! 'O, come, Lord Jesus, come quickly! Amen.'
God's Word:
"For I am already being poured out like a drink offering, and the time has
come for my departure. I have fought the good fight, I have finished the
race, I have kept the faith. Now there is in store for me the crown of
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on
that day—and not only to me, but also to all who have longed for his
appearing." II Timothy 4:6-8 NIV
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Short-Biography
David Brainerd, missionary, was born at Haddam, Connecticut, April 20,
1718. His father, Hezekiah, was one of His Majesty's counsel for the colony,
and his maternal grandfather was the son of Rev. Peter Hobart, first minister of the gospel at Hingham, England, who came to New England during
the persecution of the Puritans, and settled at Hingham, Massachusetts.
David was left an orphan at fourteen years of age, was always thoughtful
beyond his years and inclined to morbid conscientiousness. When he was
seven or eight years old, his religious experiences were marked, but did not
continue. Six years afterward they returned upon him with great power, resulting as he believed in his conversion to God. At the age of twenty he was
again the subject of especial religious impression, and his new baptism
stirred his soul to its inmost depths. He preserved the record of these experiences in detail, in his account of his early life and conversion.
In September, 1739, he entered the freshman class at Yale College, "but,"
as he says, "with some reluctancy, fearing lest I should not be able to lead
a life of strict religion, in the midst of so many temptations." The "Great Religious Awakening" (1739-45) however, which arose and spread over the
country visited New Haven, and Brainerd found himself deeply interested in
it. His standing as a scholar was good, but other college experiences of his
have actually had more regard paid to them than did that fact. The college
authorities set themselves in opposition to the "revival movement," socalled, and forbade the students to attend upon the services connected with
it. Several religious young men, however, associated themselves together
for mutual conversation and assistance in spiritual things, and it was in the
company of two or three friends in the college hall, that Brainerd was heard
about this time to say, in answer to an inquiry concerning one of the college
tutors, "he has no more grace than this chair." This was repeated to the
college rector, Rev. Dr. Thomas Clap, and as Brainerd, while he confessed
the impropriety of his language, declined to make a public confession and
to humble himself before the whole college for what he had said only in private conversation, and as he had gone once to the separate meeting in
New Haven, when forbidden by the Rector, the young culprit forthwith
found himself expelled from the college. His personal feeling under the indignity, as witnessed by his diary, seems to have been of the most praise
worthy character, and his bearing under what was a trial so severe that he
apparently never recovered from it, was that of a Christian gentleman. But
nothing availed with the college dignitaries, who refused him readmission
and rejected his prayer to be allowed to graduate with his classmates, although urged to grant it by a council of Congregational ministers. Brainerd's
biographers have attributed much of the dejected and semi-morbid frame
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of mind that characterized portions of his subsequent career to the absolutely indefensible and discreditable action of the college governors.
Being resolute to take up the Christian ministry, he was licensed to preach
by the Danbury (Conn.) association of Congregational ministers, on July 20,
1742, and in November the same year he was asked by the American correspondents of the Scottish Society for Propagating Christian Knowledge, to
visit New York and confer with them concerning entry upon missionary labor among the Indians of North America. This arrangement was perfected
and Brainerd began his work with the Stockbridge (Mass.) Indians, at a
place named Kaunameek, twenty miles from the village of Stockbridge,
April 1, 1743. Here he labored for a year. On November 3, 1744, in a letter
addressed to the correspondents who had employed him, he gives ample
account of his labor among the Indian people and of the reasons which induced him, after conference with the correspondents, to turn over the work
among them to Rev. Mr. Sergeant, of Stockbridge, into whose bounds they
agreed to remove, while he (Brainerd) should transfer his labors to the
Delaware Indians.
He now received urgent invitations to settle in the ministry at Millington,
Connecticut, and at Easthampton, Long Island. But both these overtures
were declined and he proceeded to the forks of the Delaware river near the
present site of Easton, Pennsylvania, having been ordained by the Presbytery of Newark, June 11, 1744. He appears to have labored diligently at this
station for a year during which period he paid two visits to Indians of the
Susquehanna, but without the eminent and signal success which subsequently attended his exertions in his third field of labor. Much of his work
was apostolic pioneering.
His health began to fail, and his mind acquired the habit of contemplating
death as a relief from his trials of body and soul. But he says: "God scarce
ever lets these thoughts be attended with terror and melancholy: they are
attended frequently with great joy."
In June, 1745, he began the labors among Indians at Crossweeksung, New
Jersey, near the present town of Freehold in that state, which have gone far
to make his name immortal among missionary workers. They continued for
a year and consisted of faithful and earnest preaching among scattered Indian families, who from the first rejoiced at his advent among them, with
the most pronounced and satisfactory results. Brainerd's record of these efforts and the impression from them is minute and attests a religious work
which for genuineness and power has not often been surpassed. In less
than a year, it is asserted, he had baptized seventy-seven persons, of
whom thirty-eight were adults, and the lives of most of these people were
permanently reformed.
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But under these exertions, and the journeys by which they were attended,
Brainerd's health broke down, and the end came during a trip to New England undertaken by the direction of his physicians who were conscious that
consumption had fastened itself upon his system. He reached Northampton,
Massachusetts, in July, 1747, and was kindly cared for at the house of Rev.
Jonathan Edwards, to whose daughter, Jerusha, he was betrothed. Being
still advised to open air exercise, he next visited Boston, Massachusetts,
but sank still lower in health while there. Reviving sufficiently to reach Dr.
Edwards's house once more, he remained there until the end. Brainerd had
some means of his own, derived from his father, and these were freely consecrated to the great work of his life, a portion of them being spent in the
education of a young man for the Christian ministry. His "Life," compiled
from his diary, was written by Rev. Jonathan Edwards (1749), and a second
edition was edited by Sereno Edwards Dwight at New Haven, Connecticut,
in 1822. A third edition was edited by Rev. J. M. Sherwood at New York,
1884. John Wesley also published an abridgement of Brainerd's Life, in England. (See also Sparks's "American Biography," and Sprague's "Annals of
the American Pulpit.") He died October 9, 1747.
Copied by Gary Rohrmayer from The National Cyclopædia of American
Biography... New York: James T. White & Company, 1892. Vol. II.
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Resources
Books
The Life and Diary of David Brainerd edited by Jonathan Edwards; with a
biographical sketch of the life and work of Jonathan Edwards by Philip E.
Howard, Jr. Baker Book House, 1989.
Journey With David Brainerd by Richard Hasler, Soli Deo Gloria Ministries,
2002
Free Online Version from The Works of Jonathan Edwards:
The Life and Diary of the Rev. David Brainerd: With Notes and Reflections.
Mr. Brainerd's Journal. In two parts.
Appendices to Mr. Brainerd's Journal.
Mr. Brainerd's Remains. Consisting of letters and other papers, letters to his
friends.
Audio
John Piper—Oh, That I May Never Loiter On My Heavenly Journey!
Reflections on the Life and Ministry of David Brainerd
1990 Bethlehem Conference for Pastors
Miscellaneous
Short Biographies of David Brainerd
Quotes—David Brainerd
Timeline of the life of David Brainerd
Images & Drawings of David Brainerd
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Gary has a unique focus in mobilizing and mentoring leaders into the harvest field. He
specializes in equipping leaders in areas of spiritual formation, church multiplication
and church health. Gary's vision is to 'encourage the today's leaders for tomorrow's
harvest'. He desires to emulate the ministry of Barnabas by becoming a son of
encouragement to the next generation of leaders.
Gary has been involved in church planting since 1987. During this time he has been
involved in over 85 new church plants. He has worked in every area as an intern,
pioneer planter, parent church pastor, coach, head coach, district director and national/
international trainer. He has trained hundreds of church planters, pastors and missionaries throughout the U.S. and through a growing international ministry.
Gary was the founding pastor of Countryside Community Church in Oconomowoc, WI.
During his time in Wisconsin he also worked for Great Lakes Church Planting by helping start 17 other churches through coaching, training and overseeing the church
plants in his region.
In 1995, Gary and Mary launched a resource and consulting ministry called
Your Journey Resources which specializes in developing reproducible, evangelistic
and spiritual formation materials for adults and children. Over 1000 churches are using
these materials across America.
Currently Gary is the Director of Church Planting for Converge MidAmerica. He is
responsible for launching a movement of new churches. During the last eight years he
has mobilized 60 church planters in Illinois, Indiana, Missouri, Kentucky, Tennessee
and Arkansas.
In January 2006 Gary wrote, designed and now teaches, two seminar courses on the
subject of church planting for Rockbridge Seminary: a complete online seminary that
touches the world each week.
Since September 2006, Gary’s responsibilities have expanded as he is now the
National Director of ConvergeUSA (the church planting ministry of the Converge Worldwide). His responsibilities include developing and executing a national church planting
vision along with mentoring and resourcing regional leaders.
Gary, authored and co-authored four books in the last three years: Church Planting
Landmines with Tom Nebel, FirstSteps for Planting a Missional Church, NextSteps for
Leading a Missional Church and Life Biggest Adventure (Children's Discipleship
Book) along with his best selling spiritual conversation tool, The Spiritual Journey
Guide.
Gary, his wife Mary and their children Josh, Dan and Kallie live in Lindenhurst, IL.
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