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For God’s Glory and Our Neighbors’ Good.



About Bethel University
At Bethel University, we prepare courageous, compassionate Christ-
followers, who believe that Christianity is “more than a creed”: it is 
life in Christ. Ours is a living orthodoxy that engages the world’s most 
challenging problems, to God’s glory and for our neighbors’ good. 

Now more than ever, Christian colleges and universities must equip 
well-rounded scientists, teachers, pastors, artists, business leaders, 
and healthcare providers to address challenges with confidence and 
conviction. Through our commitment to academic excellence, authentic 
community, and faith integration, we prepare students who change the 
world through service and leadership in Christ’s name.

We have been a leader and model in Christian higher education since 
1871, when the sea captain John Alexis Edgren founded Bethel on the 
enduring conviction that Christians ought to love God with their minds 
and represent God with excellence in all fields. In 1914, the Baptist 
General Conference (now Converge) took on support of the seminary 
and moved it to St. Paul, Minnesota, where we eventually became Bethel 
University to match our broad scope of academic offerings. 

Over the following decades, we continued to grow our undergraduate 
programs in St. Paul while launching non-theological graduate programs, 
bachelor’s degrees for working adults, and flexible online programs for 
students across the country. Now a thriving liberal arts university, Bethel 
has deep roots in a pietistic, evangelical Christianity characterized by 
vibrant faith, devotion to Scripture, and an irenic spirit. With more than 
100 areas of study across four schools, we develop broadly educated, 
critically thinking Christians who know what it means to follow their 
dreams and live out their faith. 

“Measure our 
performance 
by what God 
accomplishes 
through our 

graduates after 
they have been 

prepared at Bethel 
to go out into the 
world to serve.” 

- Bethel Founder 
John Alexis Edgren

https://converge.org/about


MISSION
Boldly informed and motivated by the Christian faith, Bethel 
educates and energizes men and women for excellence in 
leadership, scholarship, and service. We prepare graduates to 
serve in strategic capacities to renew minds, live out biblical 
truth, transform culture, and advance the gospel.

VISION
Bethel will be the Christ-centered university of choice for 
this century. 

Rooted in faith. Committed to excellence. Bethel will become 
the leader in Christian higher education by building stronger 
communities, equipping confident leaders and gracious 
servants, and preparing passionate world-changers. Through 
our thoughts, words, and actions, we’ll demonstrate what 
it means for a university to be centered on Jesus Christ.          



Values

Bethel University is a vibrant, Christ-centered educational community. Here, students with 
a wide range of interests and backgrounds share a common goal: to become whole and holy 
persons. Throughout this transformational journey, we rely on core values to guide us spiritually, 
emotionally, and intellectually.

WE ARE CHRIST-FOLLOWERS — orthodox, conversionist, and evangelical, rooted in the 
authority of Scripture.

WE ARE CHARACTER-BUILDERS — concerned with personal and spiritual formation, 
and therefore committed to the development of whole and holy persons.

WE ARE TRUTH-SEEKERS — recognizing that all truth has its source in God as revealed 
in creation and Scripture and personified in Christ.

WE ARE LEARNERS — committed to academic excellence within a community characterized 
by teaching, scholarship, and service.

WE ARE RECONCILERS — honoring the worth and dignity of people from all races and 
purposely seeking to create a community that reflects the diversity of the Body of Christ.

WE ARE SALT AND LIGHT — relating to the world and society in culturally relevant ways, 
while being informed by our pietistic, denominational heritage and characterized by an irenic 
spirit.

WE ARE WORLD-CHANGERS — driven to prepare graduates who will shape and change 
the world through exemplary leadership in the church and throughout society.



Covenant for Life Together and Affirmation of Faith
Bethel University is an educational community committed to integrating evangelical Christian 
faith with learning and life. As people created in the image of the covenant-making God, we 
commit together to discover the mind of Christ and to become like Christ. We pursue this 
mission as people called by Jesus to live holy lives according to the values, expectations, and 
goals of the Kingdom of God. A crucial part of our mission is to develop whole and holy persons 
who will go into the world to serve others. All community members sign our Covenant for Life 
Together and agree to our Affirmation of Faith.

Covenant for Life Together
Affirmation of Faith

Converge
Bethel and Converge have a deep and longstanding relationship. In 1914, the churches of 
the Baptist General Conference (now Converge) moved Bethel Seminary permanently to 
St. Paul, where we have expanded our campus and programs while remaining true to our 
original charter: to advance the gospel of Jesus Christ by teaching and equipping principled 
and passionate leaders and sending them out into the world. 

“Your job is to be a living witness 
to the reality of Jesus Christ.” 

- Bethel University Campus Pastor 
Laurel Bunker

https://www.bethel.edu/about/faith/covenant
https://www.bethel.edu/about/faith/affirmation
https://converge.org/about


Academics
At Bethel University, faith, learning, and life are deliberately linked. Life’s most important questions 
are explored from a Christian perspective. Rooted in the authority of Scripture and committed to 
a living faith, we nurture the souls and develop the minds of our students. We encourage students 
to think deeply, critically, and creatively about the world around them, and to use their God-given 
talents to make a difference in that world. 

Bethel’s commitment to learning is rooted in the liberal arts, an approach that insists we better 
understand and appreciate the created world, the Creator, and each other by learning through a variety 
of perspectives and methods of study. A liberal arts education guides traditional undergraduate 
students through the study of multiple academic disciplines, such as the humanities, the fine arts, 
the natural sciences, and the social sciences, each with its method of study, approach to discovery, 
and means of expression.

Our community challenges one another with new ideas while supporting one another in a safe, 
faith-based environment, recognizing the Creator’s thumbprint in every human discipline. Through 
rigorous academic programs, students wrestle with life’s most difficult questions, experience 
innovative teaching, and engage with cutting-edge research. Our nationally recognized faculty 
excel at mentoring, developing, and turning engaged students into extraordinary graduates—often 
establishing lifelong friendships along the way. Bethel ranks in the 81st percentile nationally for 
critical thinking, written communication, and scientific and quantitative reasoning.

The university’s commitment to diversity is evidenced by the launch of the Act Six scholarship 
program, which offers full-tuition scholarships to young urban leaders, and the BUILD program, 
a two-year, residential certificate program for students with intellectual disabilities—the first of its 
kind on a faith-based campus.

https://www.bethel.edu/news/articles/2019/april/tax-preperation
https://www.bethel.edu/news/articles/2019/january/rachel-nordberg
https://www.bethel.edu/undergrad/partnerships/act-six
https://www.bethel.edu/undergrad/partnerships/act-six
https://www.bethel.edu/academics/build/


We offer more than 100 areas of study across four schools: 

College of Arts & Sciences
Bethel is known for having one of the top physics programs in the nation, a selective undergraduate 
nursing program, and one of the top 10 best Christian college visual arts programs. We have a 
large undergraduate enrollment in healthcare, business, education, and engineering programs—
including electrical, software, computer, and mechanical engineering—and offer pioneering majors 
in neuroscience and digital humanities. 

College of Adult & Professional Studies
In the College of Adult & Professional Studies, we offer a variety of programs for working adults 
who want to begin or finish an undergraduate degree. Bethel provides flexible program offerings 
through quality online and face-to-face instruction, all within a warm and supportive environment. 
Our programs are designed for busy adults who want to advance their careers and reach their God-
given potential. 

Graduate School 
Bethel’s graduate programs are designed for professionals pursuing advanced degrees. With a focus 
on ethics, character development, and individual strengths and passions, we equip students to lead 
with wisdom and confidence. Our values-based approach is unique among graduate schools, and 
our professors—who have extensive experience in their fields—mentor students in important life 
and work decisions. Students leave prepared to make a difference and inspire others to use their 
own talents to accomplish incredible things.

Seminary
Bethel Seminary has been known for preparing transformational pastors, ministry leaders, and 
counselors for almost 150 years. With a distinct philosophy of education, we prepare well-rounded 
ministry leaders by providing sound biblical and theological training, leadership development, 
and personal and spiritual formation. Bethel Seminary was one of the first in the country to offer 
distance education, and we now offer one of the first ATS-accredited, fully online Doctor of Ministry 
degrees in the nation. 

https://catalog.bethel.edu/arts-sciences/
https://www.bethel.edu/adult-undergrad/academics/
https://www.bethel.edu/graduate/academics/
https://www.bethel.edu/seminary/academics/


ENROLLMENT – In fall 2018, Bethel’s total enrollment was 4,527 students, with 2,479 
undergraduates, 380 adult undergraduates, 1,070 graduate students, 570 seminary students, 
and 28 students in the BUILD program. First- to second-year student retention has averaged 
85% for the last five years. The current four-year graduation rate is 64%, and the current six-
year graduation rate is 75%. 

ACCREDITATION – Bethel University has been continuously accredited by the Higher 
Learning Commission of the North Central Association of Colleges and Schools since 1959. 
Many programs are accredited through discipline-specific organizations that are national in 
scope. 

STUDY ABROAD – Bethel offers more than 30 semester, summer, and interim study abroad 
opportunities for undergraduates. Our study abroad programs create powerful experiential 
lessons that shape students’ faith and learning.

Top 7% Top 15%
B U S I N E S S 
P R O G R A M S  
NATIONALLY ACCORDING 
TO MAJOR FIELD TEST 
RESULTS

SIX
N A T I O N A L  
S C I E N C E 
F O U N D A T I O N 
G R A N T S  H A V E  F U N D E D   
R E S E A R C H
IN PHYSICS, ENGINEERING, AND 
NANOTECHNOLOGY

2018 BEST COLLEGES 
FOR 
REGIONAL UNIVERSITIES IN THE 
M I D W E S T
BY U.S. NEWS & WORLD REPORT

https://www.bethel.edu/news/articles/2017/november/katrina-hanson
https://www.bethel.edu/news/articles/2017/november/katrina-hanson


Student Life
At Bethel, students grow personally and spiritually by 
living in community, building relationships, and engaging 
with issues and ideas that matter to them. From the 
moment they arrive on campus, freshmen are mentored, 
cheered for, and prayed over by their upperclassmen peers, 
who voluntarily cut their summers short to welcome new 
students to campus. 

Bethel is a place where faith, learning, and life are woven 
into a cohesive experience, facilitating the development 
of whole and holy people. Our students discuss theology 
while meandering through the campus frisbee golf 
course, assume leadership roles in co-curricular clubs 
and activities, and take advantage of services like career 
advising and counseling.  

But beyond academics and activities, there’s something 
that draws Bethel students together. It’s a sense of calling, 
a commitment to shared values, and a deep desire to fulfill 
a greater purpose. In pursuit of a storm-hardy faith, our 
community comes together through Chapel and Vespers 
services, student-led prayer ministries, and residence 
hall Bible studies to think critically about our faith and 
wrestle with life’s most difficult questions from a Christian 
perspective.

70%
RECENT ALUMNI HOLD 
LEADERSHIP ROLES IN WORK, 
CHURCH, OR THEIR COMMUNITY

85%
RECENT ALUMNI ARE  
A C T I V E 
I N  T H E I R   
F A I T H  C O M M U N I T Y

70%
RECENT ALUMNI  
V O L U N T E E R 
T H E I R  T I M E  T O 
C H A R I T A B L E  C A U S E S

“Jesus has 
become the 

supreme affection 
in our lives.” 

- Former Bethel President 
Carl Lundquist

https://vimeo.com/286622359
https://vimeo.com/286622359
https://www.bethel.edu/news/articles/2019/march/lizzie-sanchez
https://www.bethel.edu/news/articles/2019/march/lizzie-sanchez


Athletics
Bethel University offers 18 NCAA Division III athletic programs 
within the Minnesota Intercollegiate Athletic Conference 
(MIAC)—one of the most competitive conferences in the division. 
Our elite coaching staff includes an Olympic gold medalist and 
one of the winningest active coaches in Division III athletics. But 
here, athletics is about more than winning games and breaking 
records. It’s about training students to be well-rounded, Christ-
centered athletes who apply what they learn on the field in their 
careers, community, and world. 

N C A A
A P P E A R A N C E S  
SINCE 2012

22

47
A L L -
A M E R I C A N S
SINCE 2014

EIGHT
MIAC  
C H A M P I O N S H I P S 
I N  T H E  L A S T   
F O U R  Y E A R S

EIGHT
NCAA POST-GRADUATE  
SCHOLARSHIPS 
S I N C E  2 0 1 2   

“Run to the fight, stay in the fight, 
finish.” 

- Head Football Coach 
Steve Johnson

https://athletics.bethel.edu/


The Opportunity
As a leader in Christ-centered education, Bethel is recognized for providing students with 
excellent academic experiences within a supportive, faith-based community. We prepare sought-
after graduates who are known for being diligent in their work, principled in their decisions, and 
experienced in their fields. 

Having been blessed with stability and longevity in our presidential leaders for almost 150 years, we 
are looking for an experienced and inspiring visionary to serve as our sixth president and continue 
our tradition of excellence. 

The president serves as the senior executive for the university and reports to the Board of Trustees, 
a diverse group of business leaders, lawyers, pastors, entrepreneurs, farmers, and healthcare 
professionals. Out of the 39 board members, two represent the Converge District Executives, two 
are ex officio members (the president of Bethel and the president of Converge), and 35 are members 
at large.

These members of the President’s Cabinet currently report directly to the president:
• Executive Vice President and Provost
• Chief Advancement Officer
• Chief Diversity Officer
• Chief Enrollment and Marketing Officer
• Chief Facilities and Technology Officer
• Chief Financial Officer
• Chief Human Resources and Strategy Officer
• Special Assistant to the President

The Executive Leadership Team meets regularly with the president and includes the Cabinet 
members plus leaders in these positions:

• Associate Provost for the College of Adult & Professional Studies, Bethel Seminary, and 
Graduate School

• Associate Provost and Vice President of Academic Affairs for the College of Arts & Sciences 
• Vice President for Student Life
• Associate Vice President of Christian Formation and Church Relations
• Chief Institutional Data and Research Officer
• Director of Communications
• University Controller



The next president of Bethel University has the opportunity to: 

Champion our story 
Bethel has a unique and compelling story to tell. The next president has the opportunity to both 
clarify and elevate our story in multiple ways to reach a wide variety of audiences and engage people 
in the mission and vision of Bethel. 

Engage people strategically
Engage strategically with internal and external audiences to build trust, develop relationships, and 
partner in work that advances the mission of Bethel.

Lead to a new model of Christian higher education
Redefine Christ-centered higher education by creating a long-term, comprehensive, sustainable 
educational and business model. 

Seize the changing demographic landscape
Plan and adapt to significant demographic change with the heightened opportunity for greater 
diversity and cultural competency across the campus. 

Foster an environment of faith and learning 
Support an academic environment that encourages Christian faith development through engagement 
with the world’s most critical issues.

The next president of Bethel University will navigate challenges related to: 

Remaining true to our faith
Embrace a strong commitment to Bethel’s core values and beliefs and clearly articulate and live 
them. Steer and invigorate our work to remain Christ-centered in a politically and socially complex 
climate. 

Fiscal sustainability
Develop a financial model that is sustainable and continues to make Bethel more affordable in the 
face of rising demands for alternative delivery systems.

Culture 
Change culture where morale and turnover issues have arisen due to ongoing budget cuts and 
financial concerns. Alleviate tensions over essential identity and focus on unifying the community 
with a hopeful vision for the future.

Resources
Increase an endowment that must grow in order to sufficiently support the financial needs of a 
university of this size. 



Desired Characteristics

Christ-centered
The president must have authentic faith in Jesus Christ—living out the gospel in work and life. 

Visionary
The president must be a purposeful leader who casts a vision for a hopeful future and, with a results-
oriented mindset, strategically brings that vision to life.

Courageous and decisive 
The president must be a courageous and decisive leader who is able to make bold and confident decisions, 
seek wisdom and guidance from others, encourage push-back, and lead change with courage, grit, 
humility, and self-awareness.

Relational and engaging 
The president must be gifted and passionate about developing relationships inside and outside of the 
organization, working with others to build trust and engage a diverse group of people in the mission of 
the university. 

Effective communicator
The president must be an articulate communicator who champions the brand and inspires people 
to follow, communicating the mission and vision of Bethel with energy and enthusiasm to multiple 
audiences in different ways. 

Trustworthy and unifying
The president must instill trust and create followership through careful listening coupled with consistent 
and reliable actions. The president must appreciate the whole of the university and work to bring a 
strong sense of community both within and across the four schools. 

Entrepreneurial
The president must be an innovative and creative thinker with a powerful imagination — possessing the 
skills to both think of what is next and bring those ideas to life.

Intellectual capacity
The president must possess the intellectual capacity to engage the faculty and constituents on the 
important issues of the day, demonstrating curiosity and a commitment to lifelong learning. 



Qualifications

The ideal candidate will ...

• Demonstrate a vibrant, personal relationship with Jesus Christ and become a member of a Converge 
congregation. 

• Hold a terminal degree or have substantial professional experience in and connection to higher 
education in lieu of this requirement. 

• Have significant leadership or executive experience with large, complex, and dynamic organizations.

• Possess exceptional speaking and presentation skills, with experience in displaying persuasion and 
influence in both formal and inspirational settings such that people will want to follow. 

• Bring successful fundraising experience with a desire to participate fully in advancement efforts 
and travel as necessary to secure commitments from partners, foundations, and individual donors. 

• Demonstrate intercultural competencies. 

• Possess strong financial and technical acumen with the ability to manage a $100 million budget. 

• Value the development of students, staff, and faculty as whole and holy people. 

• Support academic excellence and scholarship. 



Applications and Nominations

Price Harding 
Partner 

678.448.0015 
pharding@carterbaldwin.com

Debby White 
Consultant 

678.448.0002 
dwhite@carterbaldwin.com

Applications and nominations will be accepted until a new president is appointed. 
However, for most favorable consideration, applicants should submit a curriculum vitae 
and letter of interest by September 17, 2019. Nominations, expressions of interest, and 
applications will be handled with complete confidentiality and should be submitted 
directly to BETHELpresident@carterbaldwin.com. 

mailto:pharding%40carterbaldwin.com?subject=
mailto:dwhite%40carterbaldwin.com?subject=
mailto:BETHELpresident%40carterbaldwin.com?subject=

